“A Tree Grows in Brooklyn”

By Betty Smith
BOOK 2
Chapter 7 (Flashback to 12 years earlier)
1. Why did Katie originally fall in love with Johnny?  How was she able to steal him from Hildy O’Dair?  (Explain in detail/refer to specific examples from the text!)
2. Describe Thomas Rommely.  (Explain in detail/refer to specific examples from the text!)
3. What kind of father and husband was Thomas Rommely?  (Explain in detail/refer to specific examples from the text!)
4. Describe Mary Rommely.  What was ironic about her?  (Explain in detail/refer to specific examples from the text!)
5. Why did Sissy have a reputation for being a “bad girl?”  How was Sissy able to overcome her “bad girl” reputation and be forgiven for it?  (Explain in detail/refer to specific examples from the text!)
6. How did Sissy justify divorcing her previous 2 husbands?
7. Compare and contrast the Rommely daughters: Katie, Evy, Sister Ursula, and Sissy.  (Explain in detail/refer to specific examples from the text!)
8. What kind of men did the Rommely women marry?  What did they value/seek in a man?  (Explain in detail/refer to specific examples from the text!)
9.  “Those were the Rommely women …They were all slender, frail creatures with wondering eyes and soft fluttery voices. But they were made out of thin invisible steel.”  Explain the truth/falsity of this passage, giving specific evidence and details from the text to support your opinion. 

Chapter 8
1. What is significant about the Nolan boys? 

2. Describe Francie’s character in detail, using the passages in page 71-72. What makes her unique from the rest of the Nolans and Rommelys? 

Chapter 9
1. After the birth of Francie, Mary Rommely “wept” and Katie Nolan became “frantic with worry.” Why? 

2. What important values are passed on to Katie Nolan in the hopes of making “a different world” for Francie? What would this “different world” be like? Explain. 

3. Explain how the library of Francie was started. 
Chapter 10

1. Why did Katie’s breast milk stop all of a sudden? 

2. Describe Johnny’s reaction after learning the news of Katie’s pregnancy. 

3. What views about life do you think the author is portraying? Explain. 

4. Why do you think the book is entitled, A Tree Grows in Brooklyn? Explain your reasoning. 
Chapter 11 

1. What is Katie implying when she tells Sissy, “I’m not forgetting that you are my sister. And I hope you remembered that too?” 

2. What evidence is given in this chapter that Katie abides by Christian values? 

Chapter 12 

1. Why does Katie insist on moving? What does this reveal about her character? 

2. Why does Katie insist on being a house maid? 

Chapter 13
1. What makes Francie unique from other children? 

2. What wisdom about children is revealed in this chapter? 

3. How does Francie deal with her isolation? 

Chapter 14
1. What is revealed about Sissy’s character in this chapter? Give examples to support your reasoning.
2. Do you think Katie is justified in forbidding Sissy to come to the house? Explain your reasoning. 
3. How does Katie deal with her sister’s irresponsibility?
