“On Being Seventeen and Unable to Read”
Key Vocabulary Words
Please write the definition of each vocabulary word:
1. Dyslexia-
2. Roll of the tongue-
3. Unhinged-
4. Well-known- 
5. Dictate- 

6. Psychiatrist-

7. Facility-
8. Interpret
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Comprehension Questions

1. What was David’s problem?
_________________________________________________________

2.  Why was David suicidal?  Why didn’t he learn to swim or ride a bike?

_________________________________________________________ 

3. What social problems did David have as a result of his problem? Give examples from the story.
_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

4. Was David truly stupid?  Why or why not?  Explain.
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
5. Why was it a relief for David to go to the regular junior high school?
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
6. What was the turning point in David’s life?  What good things in his life happened after the turning point?
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
7. What accommodations were given to David to help him after he got to high school?
_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________

8. Why is David worried about his future after college?
_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________

9.  What is the main idea of this story?
_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________
10. What was the purpose of David writing this story?  What message did he want to send to others?
_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
11. Please answer the following question in your journals: Is there anything in your life that makes you feel different from others in some way?  Please explain in detail.  Also, please compare your experiences to those of David in the story, citing at least 4 examples from the story.  
