Articles: 

“The” vs. “A”
	
	Speaker knows something (specific) about it
	Speaker doesn’t know about it

	Listener

knows something (specific) about it
	The

· Definite
· Specific

· Singular

· Plural

· Count nouns

· Noncount nouns
	A

· Indefinite
· Non-specific

· “Any”

· Singular only

· Count nouns

	Listener

doesn’t

know about it
	A

· Indefinite

· Non-specific

· “Any”
· Singular only
· Count nouns
	Nothing 

(no article)

· Indefinite
· General
· “Any/all”
· Plural count/noncount


THE:
-Both speaker and listener know what is being referred to/discussed.

-For specific, singular, count nouns
-For specific, plural, noncount nouns

-For proper names
1. There is the car I want to buy. (speaker/listener agreement- obvious)

2. The car I like is red. (specifying something- which car? Answer: the red one I like)
3. The cars I like are red. (plural specific count noun)
4. The broken wings of my country are healing. (which wings? The broken ones of my country)
5. The children who pass my class will be better writers. (plural specific noncount)
6. The Soviet Union used to include Russia. (special name of a country/government)
A: / An
-Listener knows, speaker does not
-For non-specific, singular, count nouns
1. Do you have a car?
2. Do you have a dollar?

3. Do you have a water bottle?

4. Do you have a water?

5. Do you have a money?

6. Is there a car you want to buy?

7. If you want a car, let me know.
A / An:
-Speaker/writer knows, listener/reader does not

-For non-specific, singular, count nouns

1. I want to buy a car. (I’m just not sure which one yet)
2. I saw someone break into a car on the street last night. (the listener wasn’t there, only the speaker)
3. I need a car to get to work. (any car, I don’t care!)
4. Your home country is like a broken wing. (any broken wing)
Nothing (no article):

-When neither the speaker or listener know what is being referred to/ discussed
-For general plural count or noncount nouns
1. Cars are expensive. (all cars, any car)
2. I’m trying to understand why cars in the United States are so big. (cars here in general)
3. Children should eat healthy foods.
Proper nouns:

Some proper names/nouns use the word “the,” but others do NOT.

I live in THE United States.

I live in America.
USING “THE” FOR PROPER NOUNS:

· Special names of buildings

· Names of countries with a combination of things (THE United States, THE Dominican Republic, THE People’s Republic of China)

· Names of universities when “University” is first (THE University of Buffalo)

· Name of rivers, oceans, and seas (The Black Sea, The Niagara River, and The Pacific Ocean)

· Seasons (the spring, the summer, etc.)

· A family- last name (The Smiths, The Alibadis, The Npuris)

· Place with a group of things (The Caribbean Islands)
NO “THE” FOR PROPER NOUNS:
· General names of countries/continents (America, Iraq, Cuba, Somalia, Kenya, Puerto Rico, Tanzania, Congo, Asia, Europe, Africa, England)

· Names of streets

· Names of states and cities

· Names of stores

· Names of universities when the name is first (Columbia University)

· Names of places with a name
· Names of months (In September)

· Days of the weeks (On Monday)
· Holidays

· Names of lakes (Lake Erie, Lake Victoria)

