Name _______________________________________


KEY VOCAB WORDS: 
“The Legend of Bloody Mary”

· (To) appear (v): to show up, to come into a person’s sight, to make oneself able to be seen

___________________________________________
· Folklore (n): the traditional beliefs, legends, customs, etc., of a group of people

___________________________________________
· Legend (n): a nonhistorical (and possibly untrue) traditional story passed down from earlier times which many people still believe is true

___________________________________________
· Variation (n): a different form or type of something


___________________________________________
· (To) chant (v): to repeat a sentence, phrase, slogan, or song many times, especially by a crowd.

___________________________________________
· (To) accuse (v): to charge with the fault, bad act, or crime, to state that someone is guilty of a crime. (To) wrongly accuse: to charge someone with a crime when the person didn’t do the crime.


___________________________________________
· (To) claim (v): to say or maintain that something is a fact, that you know it for sure.

___________________________________________
· (To) murder (v): to kill someone.

___________________________________________
· Witchcraft (n): the act of performing magic or supernatural acts, sometimes considered evil acts.

___________________________________________
· Guilty (adj.): the opposite of innocent- when someone has committed an offense, crime, violation, or wrong, esp. against moral law


___________________________________________
· Trial (n): an act in a court of law that determines if a person is guilty or innocent


___________________________________________
· (To) beg (v): to ask (someone) to give or do something passionately or desperately


___________________________________________
· Dizziness (n): a feeling like your head or the room in spinning

___________________________________________
· (To) flicker (v): to go on and off, to become bright and then dark

___________________________________________
· (To) trick (v): to make somebody believe something that is not true

___________________________________________
· Common (adj.): something you see all the time; popular


___________________________________________
· Widowed (adj.): used to describe a woman whose husband had died


___________________________________________
The Legend of Bloody Mary
What is the Legend of Bloody Mary?

In folklore and children's street culture, "Bloody Mary" is the name of a children's game in which a ghost or witch called “Bloody Mary” is said to appear in a mirror when her name is called.  One of the more common ways people try to make her appear is to stand before a mirror in the dark (most commonly in a bathroom) after midnight and repeat her name three times.  However, there are many variations to call her. Others include chanting a hundred times at midnight, spinning around, rubbing one's eyes, or chanting Bloody Mary’s name thirteen times with a lit candle.  In many versions of the legend, the person must say, "Bloody Mary, I killed your son!" or "Bloody Mary, I killed your baby." In the United States, it is done on the night of Friday the 13th, a night when many Americans think that people have a lot of bad luck.  

According to all variations of the legend, when a person calls Bloody Mary’s name a certain amount of times in front of the mirror in the dark, she will appear in the mirror and try to hurt the person who called her name.  Some say that she will reach out and scratch the person; some say that she will try to kill the person.  Typically, children do this to scare other children.
Who was Bloody Mary?  Was she a real person?
“Bloody Mary” is often believed to be the spirit of a widowed mother who murdered her children several hundred years ago.  Others say she was wrongly accused of killing her children.  Even more stories claim that she was a woman who was murdered shortly before or after her wedding.  The most common belief is 
that she was a woman who had recently had a baby when she was accused of witchcraft in New England during the 17th century.  After a long trial, the courts found her guilty of witchcraft and sentenced her to death.  Supposedly, Mary begged for them to save the life of her baby, if not her.  However, to make the punishment even worse, they killed her baby in front of her and then burned her alive.
Are there scientific explanations for Bloody Mary sightings?
Although many people have claimed to see a bloody woman in the mirror after chanting Bloody Mary’s name, this could also be explained scientifically.  For example, spinning around while calling out “Bloody Mary” in front of a mirror lit by candles could cause dizziness, fast movement and flickering lights.  People are also afraid during this time.  This could easily trick people’s eyes into seeing someone or a something, especially when the idea is already in the person’s mind.  However, some people think Bloody Mary’s “ghost” is probably a trick of the eye that comes from a combination of darkness, fear and dizziness.
COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS:                                                    “The Legend of Bloody Mary”
1.  What is the legend of Bloody Mary?  List 3 things that people do to make her appear: 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2.  What is the most common belief about Bloody Mary’s history?  If this story were true, why do you think her ghost is still angry?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. What is the scientific explanation for why people see Bloody Mary’s ghost in the mirror?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Do YOU believe this story?  Write yes or no, and explain why or why not.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. GRAMMAR: Read through the story and underline all examples of the following: count nouns, noncount nouns, common pronouns, possessive pronouns, verbs, and adjectives.  Then record 3 of each kind in the chart below:
	
	Example #1
	Example #2
	Example #3
	Example #4

	Count nouns
	Baby, mirror
	
	
	

	Noncount nouns
	Witchcraft
	
	
	

	Common pronouns
	She (will scratch)
	
	
	

	Possessive Pronoun
	Her (baby)
	
	
	

	Verbs
	Explained, burned
	
	
	

	Adjectives
	Worse, bloody
	
	
	


6. GRAMMAR: Read through the story and underline all examples of the following: present tense verbs, past tense verbs, and future tense verbs. Then record 3 of each kind in the chart below:
	
	Example #1
	Example #2
	Example #3
	Example #4

	Present Tense Verb
	Repeat
	
	
	

	Past Tense Verb
	Killed
	
	
	

	Future Tense Verb
	Will appear
	
	
	


