Name ________________________________________
         Date_____________


Analyzing Topic Sentences
Work with a partner.  For each statement below, underline the topic and draw a circle around the focus:
1. Leslie has been improving her reading and writing skills a lot in the past few months.

2. Hsamu is good at fixing cars in so many ways.

3. Email is a great way to stay in touch with your family and friends.

4. The clothes we wear often say a lot about our personalities.

5. Television commercials all seem the same for many reasons.

6. Students shouldn’t have to wear uniforms because they are boring to wear.

7. What is considered child abuse in some countries is not child abuse in others.

8. It’s better to graduate from private schools than public schools for several reasons.
Evaluating Topic Sentences

Work with a partner.  Put a check ____ next to the BEST topic sentence.   If it’s too general, write “too general.” If it’s too specific, write “too specific:” 
SET #1
1. ___________________ I believe students should be required to wear uniforms because uniforms are a good idea.

2. ___________________ I believe students should be required to wear uniforms so that parents can save money in many ways.
3. ___________________ I believe students should be required to wear uniforms because last year, my mother spent only $100 on my uniforms, but in my old school, she spent $2,000 on all my clothes.  
4. Now, please rewrite the sentence from above that is TOO SPECIFIC to make it more general:

_______________________________________________________

5. Now, please rewrite the sentence from above that is TOO GENERAL to make it more specific:
_______________________________________________________

SET #2
6. ___________________ Learning new things are hard.
7. ___________________ Russian is very hard to learn for several reasons.

8. ___________________ Chinese is very hard to learn because it has over fifty thousand characters and there are many words that have the same sound but different meanings.

9. Now, please rewrite the sentence from above that is TOO SPECIFIC to make it better:

_______________________________________________________

SET #3
10. ___________________ Girls can be worse bullies than boys in many  

         ways.

11. ___________________ Last year, a girl spread rumors about me to 
         the entire school that weren’t true, and afterwards everybody hated 

         me.
12. ___________________ Boys are very violent.

13. Now, please rewrite the sentence from above that is TOO GENERAL  

        to make it better:

_______________________________________________________
