Agenda of the Day: 

9/20/11
1. Students read a classmate’s essay in front of the class and everybody guesses who it is 
2. Read “Crazy English!” 
3. Review: topic sentences (topic/ controlling idea), supporting sentences, concluding sentences. 
4. Review topics sentences that are too general vs. too specific. 
5. Review homework: “Analyzing and Evaluating Topic Sentences assignment on the computer. 
6. Demonstration: Recording errors using “Peer/Self-Editing Worksheet” 
7. Students record their own errors from both essays in “Peer/Self-Editing Worksheet.” 
8. Introduction: Narrative Writing.
9. Week 4 Independent Assignment: Please see my website.
Six Components of a 

Body Paragraph:
1. All of the sentences are about only one topic (the topic sentence).

2. The first sentence of the paragraph is always indented.

3. Has a topic sentence that states the main idea/topic of the whole paragraph.  It is often the first/second sentence.  The topic sentence contains a controlling idea- the focus and direction of the topic, that states the writer’s ideas or attitude about the topic. 

4. Has supporting sentences including details/examples that explain and support the topic sentence.

5. It often contains a concluding sentence that brings the paragraph to a logical conclusion.  This can summarize, conclude, and/or provide a final comment, suggestion, or opinion about the topic.

6. Should have appropriate transition words that connect ideas smoothly and logically together.

A Topic Sentence 

that is too General:
The topic sentence is too big of an idea, doesn’t have a focus, and you can write TOO much about that topic.
a. Bad Example (too general): “Soccer is a great sport.”
b. Good Example: 

“Soccer is a great sport because it brings people together.”
A Topic Sentence 

that is too Specific:
The topic sentence is too small of an idea, it has too much focus, and you can’t write enough about the topic
a. Bad Example (too specific): “Soccer was invented in the 15th century by the Egyptians.”
b. Good Example: “Soccer has been an important sport throughout the world for many years.”
Title:
· Should be centered at the top of the page
· Should be a short, relevant word or phrase and NOT a complete sentence
· All important words should  be capitalized (not conjunctions or prepositions)
· Should be a dependent (partial) statement or question, NOT an answer.  
· Doesn’t need a verb
· Good Example:  
· “The Reason Why Dogs Make Great Pets”
· The Difference between Dogs and Cats
Form:

· Name in the top-left hand corner, then teacher’s name and name of course
· Indent the first line of EVERY paragraph (use “tab” button)
· Use font “Times New Roman,” font 12-14
· Use one-inch margins on the left and right sides of the paper
· Double-space the lines 
Unity:

· When all the sentences relate to the topic and develop the controlling idea.
Coherence:

· When the ideas are arranged in an order that makes sense to the reader
· Sentences are in time order

· Sentences are in logical order
Narrative Writing:
· Writing that tells a story about an incident/event that happened in the past, present, or future
