Components of a Well-Written Essay

	Introduction
(“The Head” / “Top Bun”)
· General overview of what you will write about in your essay
· Contains the thesis statement of your essay, which is the main idea of your whole essay

· Often has an attention-grabbing sentence as the first sentence, which draws the reader in and makes the reader want to read MORE.  It often has a quote, asks a question, and/or is very interesting

· Has no or very few details and examples

· Can list all the topic sentences (partial or full) of all body paragraphs


	Body Paragraph #1
(“The Meat”)
· Has a topic sentence that states the main idea that is usually the first or second sentence

· Has supporting sentences including details and examples that explain and support the topic sentence

· All of the sentences are about only one topic (the topic sentence)

· The first sentence of the paragraph is always indented
· It often contains a concluding sentence that brings the paragraph to a logical conclusion


	Body Paragraph #2
(“The Meat”)
· Same as Body Paragraph #1 but about a different topic…


	Body Paragraph #3
(“The Meat”)
· Same as Body Paragraph #1 but about a different topic…


	Conclusion
(“The Feet” / “The Bottom Bun”)

· Summary of what you just wrote about, “wraps things up” in different words than the introduction, often with less words.
· Has no or very few details and examples (like the introduction)

· Includes final comments, suggestions, opinions, and/or predictions
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· Contains the thesis statement of your essay, which is the main idea of your whole essay

· Often has an attention-grabbing sentence as the first sentence, which draws the reader in and makes the reader want to read MORE.  It often has a quote, asks a question, and/or is very interesting
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· Can list all the topic sentences (partial or full) of all body paragraphs
Good example of an introduction for your compare/contrast essay:
Comparing and Contrasting Men and Women

Do you believe in nature or nurture?  Do you think men and women are born different, or do you think they are raised to be different?  Many people disagree on the topic, but one thing is certain: there are many obvious differences between the two genders as well as a few similarities.  In this essay I will discuss differences in communication styles, intellectual abilities, and physical anatomies. I will also explore the few similarities that exist in terms of life goals and lifestyles.
Conclusion
(“The Feet” / “The Bottom Bun”)

· Summary of what you just wrote about, “wraps things up” in different words than the introduction, often with less words.
· Has no or very few details and examples (like the introduction)

Includes final comments, suggestions, opinions, and/or predictions
Good example of a conclusion for your compare/contrast essay:
In summary, there are many differences between the two genders in terms of communication, physical qualities, and brains. There are also a few similarities in life dreams.  Regardless, we are all human beings and women complete the men and visa versa.
