Comprehension Questions:
 “American Values”

After reading “American Values,” answer the following questions on a separate sheet of paper.  Please be specific and cite details and examples from the text often.  Put this neatly in your class’s tray when finished:

Topic 1: Individualism, Independence, Self-Reliance, and Privacy

1. What is individualism?  What is privacy?  How do Americans’ views of individualism and privacy affect their self-identity?

2. How do Americans consider themselves in the context of their society?

3. What is the view of many Americans about their culture?

4. What is the typical American view on family and family relationships?

Topic 2: Equality, Informality, Future, Change, Progress

5. What do Americans believe about the superiority or inferiority of others?
6. How do Americans make distinctions between each other?
7. In what situations are Americans usually informal?  When are they formal?
8. How does Americans’ view of history compare with their view of the future?
Topic 3: Goodness of Humanity and Time

9. How do Americans feel about humanity?

10. For most Americans, what does time represent?

11. Why is it important to Americans to do constructive, future-oriented activities?

12. How does the American attitude towards time compare to those of many other cultures?

Topic 4: Achievement, Action, Work, and Materialism

13. For Americans, how does the ideal person complete a task?  What should this task show?

14. Briefly describe the history behind the American work ethic.

15. How do Americans view education?  What sort of approach do Americans take to learning?  

16. Why is action important to Americans?

Topic 5: Directness and Assertiveness

17. What sort of communication style do most Americans prefer?
18. How do Americans speak openly and directly without offending others?
19. How do Americans feel about showing their emotions?  How do they show these emotions?
20. How does Americans’ view of honesty compare with their view of preserving harmony?
Vocabulary Assignment: “American Values”

21. Get into your original group of 3-4 people.  With your group members, please choose 7 vocabulary words that you can all agree are difficult or unknown or could not use easily in your own sentence.  

22. Write each word in the back section of your class journal.  
23. Look up the definition of each word in a dictionary and write the definition next to the word.
24. Finally, complete a Vocabulary Worksheet using those 7 words you chose.
25. Please put all completed assignments neatly in your class’s tray.
Writing Assignment: “American Values”

26. On a separate sheet of paper, write a 5-paragraph essay of at least 500 words comparing and contrasting the values of your country, ethnic group, religion, culture, or region with those of “Americans” based on this reading assignment.  Make sure you include all components of an effective paragraph and use compare/contrast transition words correctly.  Please put completed assignment neatly in your class’s tray.
