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CLASS SYLLABUS: ENGLISH 1 (9th Grade)
Instructor: Ms. Amy Lingenfelter
Colegio Internacional de Puerto la Cruz
Academic Year 2012-2013
· Teacher: Ms. Amy E. Lingenfelter, Ed.M. (English/ESL Education)
· Teaching Certifications: 
· English Language Arts (grades 7-12)

· English to Speakers of Other Languages (grades K-12)

· School Phone: 0281-277-60-51 / Cell Phone: 0281-281-43-18
· Room: 6 (first floor, white High School/Middle School building) 

· School email: amy.lingenfelter@ciplc.org / Home email: amylingen80@yahoo.com (please send all communications to my CIPLC email unless there is an emergency).
My Class Website: 

· www.peopleleap.com (go to the “Current Classes” box on the left-hand side and click on the “Grade 9 (English 1)” link.  You will also at various times access the Resources, Educational Services, and Contacts pages (updates to follow).
· Students and parents can use the website to view class and homework assignments and other important updates, as well as download documents and access educational website links.  
Required Materials:
· 1 Composition (spiral-less) durable notebook (any color)
· One glossy/durable, two-pocket folder with holes (for handouts)
· Plenty of loose-leaf paper (for assignments to turn in )
· One 3-ring binder to hold the loose-leaf paper
· 1 stack of 3 x 5 index cards
· A computer with internet access at home (please see me if this is not possible for you)

· A place after school to do homework where you can concentrate well
Optional but Highly Recommended Materials:
· A portable digital/electronic device.  This could include one or all of the following:
· A laptop

· An iPad

· A Kindle, Nook, or similar digital reading device

Curriculum:

· Textbook: Elements of Literature (Third Course)
· Textbook: Wordly Wise 3000 (Book 9, 2nd Ed.)
· Other supplemental texts and materials as needed (updates to follow)
Goals of This Class:

By the end of this course, all students should show improvement in the following English-related areas:
· Academic and creative writing skills
· Reading comprehension and skills

· Knowledge and usage of academic vocabulary

· Knowledge of literature content, devices, and terminology

· Academic speaking and listening skills

· Grammar usage and accuracy

· Academic, life, career, and cultural skills in a mainstream American, English-speaking environment (especially if you plan on attending college in the United States)
· Most importantly: using the English language as a vehicle to LEARN A LOT and have FUN at the same time!
Homework Assignments:

You will be assigned homework for most class sessions.  I will not accept late homework unless you have been absent with an acceptable written excuse.  If you are absent, you should check with your assigned buddy (read below) OR check my website for assignments missed.  You can then give me the assignment when you return to class.  Some homework will be turned in for a grade; others will simply receive full credit, no credit, or half credit.
Grading Policy:

Every single student starts my class with an automatic “A.”  As long as you do all your work the way you’re supposed to, you will maintain this grade.  All assignments will be graded either non-numerically (credit, half credit, or no credit) or numerically (a percentage out of 100).  However, different weight is given to different assignments.  Your final marking period grades will be calculated as follows:

· 20% non-numerically graded homework/classwork/notebook (Graded in the following way: 1) if you receive 0 = do it again/not turned in; 2) ½ check = half credit; 3) 1 check = full credit)
· 20% numerically graded homework/classwork
· 50% tests / quizzes / final drafts of essays / projects / class presentations
· 10% participation / attitude / effort
Notebook/Journal:
· You are required to maintain a neat and thorough notebook.  Half of your notebook will be designated to class notes, reading responses, and quote responses.  The other half will be for academic vocabulary words and assignments.  Your notebook is part of your grade.  I will collect your notebook at random times to make sure you are staying on task and have completed all assignments and notes, so please make sure you are caught up!  If you were absent, it is your responsibility to get notes from a classmate or (at times) from my website.
Passport System:

· You will be given a “passport” that will bring you prizes, extra credit, and other rewards in the future (details to follow).  I will stamp it periodically every time you get the following:
· A grade of 90 or above
· You answer a very difficult question in class
· You do something exceptional for someone else
· You answer a bonus question correctly
Handing in Work:
· You are responsible for handing in work completed by putting it in the tray labeled with your class.  Don’t forget to do this before you leave my class!  I may also ask you to submit electronic copies of some assignments via email or other ways.
· All final essays and some other assignments must be typed out, double-spaced, in Times New Roman font, size 12 point- I will NOT accept hand-written final assignments!  I may also ask you to type many first drafts as well.
· Late work: You lose points if your work is handed in late unless you have a valid written excuse.  The policy for late work is as follows:
· 1 school day late: You lose 10 points from your final grade.
· 2 school days late: You lose 20 points from your final grade.
· 3 school days late: You lose 30 points from your final grade.
· 4 school days late: The highest grade you can get is 50%.
Attendance and Tardiness Policy:

· My class is one of the few places where you can speak, read, write, and listen to English in a “safe” environment.  My goal is for you to improve as a reader, a writer, a student, and as a person!  If you are not in class or are late, you miss crucial material, and thus won’t improve!  This is why attendance and being on time is so important!   Class work missed due to absence or lateness will lose points unless you provide a written excuse.
· Tardiness: If you are tardy to class, you must come with an acceptable pass.  The policy for coming late to my class without a pass is as follows:

· First tardy: You get a verbal warning.
· Second tardy: You get lunch detention.
· Third tardy: You go to Mr. Petit’s office. 

Buddy System:
· Everyone will be assigned a ‘buddy’ in case you are absent.  Buddies will take extra handouts and record assignments for each other.  It is your responsibility to check with your buddy.  Many handouts/assignments are also available on my website.
Plagiarism:

· You learn best by doing things yourself and learning from your own mistakes!  Plagiarism is copying someone else’s writing- either a sentence, a paragraph, or even longer.  I’d prefer to see your own writing with mistakes than someone else’s “perfect” writing.  Using someone software, www.turnitin.com, and my own experience with student writing, I will know 99.9% of the time whether your work has been plagiarized.  If you plagiarize, you will receive an automatic 0% on your assignment.  So, the decision is easy: don’t do it!
Technology Policy and Contract:

·  CIPLC’s goal by 2013-2014 is to go 100% digital.  Until we reach that goal, however, we are still in transition.  In the meantime, I strongly encourage you to have some sort of portable digital device, such as a laptop, iPad, Kindle, or Nook.  If you have one of these, you may use them for class purposes only, upon signing a Technology Contract.  If you are caught violating the contract, you will not be allowed to use this device in the classroom again.  
· Cell phones must be 100% turned off during class time.  The policy for using a cell phone during class is as follows:
· First offense: I will take the phone and you must wait until the end of the school day to pick it up (if I’m in my room).
· Second offense: Your phone will be sent to Mr. Petit’s office and your parents will have to pick it up.
· Other electronic devices must be on your desk at all times and only used when working on a school assignment.   
Spanish/First Language Use:

· If Spanish is your first language, I understand that it is “the language of your heart” and you probably prefer to speak it.  However, please try to refrain from using it for negative reasons or for socializing in the classroom.  If you need it to help translate something or understand academic content, it is welcomed on a limited basis.
Collaboration/Group Work/Peer-Editing & Correction:
· You will work together in pairs and groups often in the classroom.  Please treat your classmates with respect, play your role in the group, help a struggling classmate, and ask for help from each other.
· We will correct each other’s work often.  Please be fair, honest, and respectful when you evaluate a classmate’s work.  This is to help you learn as well as your classmate. 
Projects/Regular Assignments:
· Each day, a quote and/or assignment will be on the board for you to complete in your notebook as soon as you enter the classroom.  No delays!
· Every new vocabulary word that is learned will be recorded in your notebook with the definition, a possible first language translation, and example sentence.
· Independent Reading Project: You will do a unit project on a book of your choosing at some point during the year (details to follow).
· Book Publishing Project: At the end of the year, you will publish a “book” of your best work throughout the year.  You will also publish a separate short story, novel, or book of poetry that you created (details to follow).
