Classroom Expectations

1. I will WORK HARD and grow – DESIRE and INTELLIGENCE/ABILITY IS NOT ENOUGH!!!  Effort contributes 90% to everything good that happens in this world!  (A famous person once said: “Be the change you wish to see in the world!”)
2. I am destined for GREATNESS in the area of greatness that fits ME!!!

3. I LEARN from my failure!!!  I CELEBRATE my success (my own and everyone else’s)!

4. I take full responsibility for my WORDS, because words are the most powerful force in the universe!!

5. I seek FIRST to understand, THEN to be understood.
“The price of greatness is responsibility.”
–Winston Churchill

Classroom Discipline Plan

Classroom Rules:

1. Respect others and yourself at all times.  We NEVER insult one another.

2. Raise your hand and wait for permission to speak.

3. Follow directions the first time.

4. Laugh with anyone, but never AT anyone.

5. Be open to new ideas.  Participate – TAKE RISKS.  Honor others taking risks.

Behavior Consequences:

1. First offense: you will be given a verbal warning.

2. Second offense: you will be assigned an after-school detention with me OR a lunch detention and a phone call (in Spanish or English) will be made to your parents.
3. Third offense: you will be referred to Mr. Petit pending a parent conference.

Rewards:

1. High-quality education – the joy and fun of learning!

2. Positive calls / notes home.

3. Self-discipline- which will help you in almost all areas of your life for the rest of your life!!
4. Good enough grades in English class to attend a college of your choice.  The key to a better future, and the world’s future, is a college education!!
Classroom Procedures

1. Agenda Board:  As you enter class please read the white board or screen (usually a quote) and begin journaling after the bell for 10-15 minutes.
2. Writing Utensil:  If you need a writing utensil, it is your responsibility to take a pen / pencil and return it at the end of class.  (Don’t just sit there).  Also make sure you sign your name in the sign-out sheet when you take and return it. 
3. Emergency Evacuation Drill:  When the emergency evacuation alarm sounds we immediately stop what we are doing, and in complete SILENCE line up at the door.  We exit right out of the room.  The last person out of the room shuts the door.
4. Question:  When you have a question, please raise your hand- NO exceptions.
5. Open Conversations:  We will have open conversations about life and literature; you must be sensitive to everyone’s right to express themselves and respect opinions that are different from your own.
6. Lavatory Use:  It is expected that you will take care of personal business during class changes- which allow more than enough time!
7. Buddy System:  Everyone will be assigned a ‘buddy’ in case you are absent.  Buddies will take extra handouts, record assignments for each other, offer notes taken in class, and refer to the correct assignment on my website.  It is your responsibility to check with your buddy.  Many assignments are also available on the class website.
8. Dismissal:  The bell does not dismiss the class – I do.  Please do not stand before I dismiss you.
9. Transitions:  When I need to transition the class to another  
activity, I will ring the bell; when I do please give me your full attention.
10. Failure:  Failing is part of learning; we all experience failure.  We all hate failure.  Whenever a classmate fails in some way we will acknowledge that it is hard to do and thank them for helping us learn.  Then we help them learn so they don’t fail again (3 claps!)

Group Procedures
1. You must complete each group activity and individual report.
2. Play your role in the group as best as you can.
3. You have the right to ask anyone else in your group for help.
4. You have the responsibility to assist anyone who asks for help.
5. Help other group members without doing their work for them.
6. Everybody helps.

Group Roles:
The Leader:
· Starts and leads the discussion.

· Makes sure that all topics are being discussed.

· Makes sure that all ideas are being discussed in a logical manner.

· Summarizes the discussion to the rest of the class.
The Moderator / Negotiator:
· Makes sure that everybody gets a fair chance to speak.

· Makes sure that everybody understands what is being discussed and that everybody is speaking clearly.

· Makes sure that all ideas are expressed in a polite and appropriate manner.

The Timekeeper:
· Makes sure that the group discussion is moving along in a timely fashion.

· Makes sure that all topics are being discussed within a proper amount of time.

The Recorder / Organizer:
· Writes down all important ideas that are being discussed.

· Makes sure that all important ideas are being discussed in an organized way.
