“In the Time of the Butterflies” by Julia Alvarez
GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS:

VOCABULARY: Choose at least 6 vocabulary words per chapter to complete a vocabulary worksheet.  You must choose at least 4 presented in this assignment, and the remaining 2 can be either words presented or words of your choice.  You will be quizzed on the ones presented in class, so make sure they are words you need to practice.  When you have completed BOTH SIDES of the Vocabulary Worksheet, please turn it in.  Please indicate the chapter the word was from next to each word in the worksheet.  You should have completed 12 words total each time you turn in a Vocabulary Worksheet.
COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS: Write out the questions along with the answers in your journals after reading each chapter.
CHAPTER 3: VOCABULARY
1. Contrition (31): Sincere remorse for wrongdoing; repentance
2. Chaste (35): Morally pure in thought or behavior; decent and modest
3. Bemoaning (36): To express grief over; lament
4. Scrabbly (36): Hasty; done in a messy, fast, or perfunctory way
5. Venial (38): Easily excused or forgiven; pardonable
6. Flabbergasted (40): Overcome with surprise or astonishment in a nervous or confused way; astounded
7. Stronghold (40): A place of survival, safety, or refuge; an area distinguished by a special quality
CHAPTER 3: COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS

1. What did Minerva explain to Maria Teresa in detail on Sunday, December 23?

2. Who is pregnant?

3. Who do you think the “Trujillo Tillers” are?  What is “El Jefe Happy Benefactor’s Day?”  What do you think is the purpose of it?

4. What did Sor Asuncion say about Minerva’s problems in school?  What lie and person does Minerva use to explain why she broke the rules?

5. What has Minerva really been doing secretly?  How did she justify her actions to Maria Teresa (what did she say?)

6. Who is Don Horacio?

7. Who is Hilda and what role does she play in influencing Minerva’s behavior?  What happened to Hilda?  What did everybody involved do as a result?

8. What happened to Patria’s baby boy?

9. What does Maria Teresa mean when she says “My soul has gotten deeper since I started writing in you.  But this is what I want to know that not even Minerva knows.  What do I do now to fill up that hole?”
