“Macbeth” Comprehension Questions

ACT ONE 

Scene One

1. What mood/atmosphere is established at the beginning of the play?  Explain how Shakespeare does this.
2. Who do the witches plan to meet after the battle?

3. What is the dramatic purpose of this scene?  Explain.

Scene Two

1. What qualities of (a) Duncan’s character, and (b) Malcolm’s character are brought out in their first appearance in the play?  Provide textual support for your answer.
2. What news is brought to King Duncan by the captain and Ross?  What is his reaction to the news about the Thane of Cawdor?
3. How does scene two introduce the absent Macbeth?  Provide textual proof.

Scene Three

1. What prophecies are given by the witches to Macbeth and Banquo?

2. How could Banquo be “lesser than Macbeth and much greater” and “not so happy, yet much happier”?  Explain.  What term could be used to describe these phrases?
3. What examples are there of dramatic irony in this scene?  Explain.
4. What qualities of Macbeth’s character are brought out in his first soliloquy?

Scene Four

1. How does the Thane of Cawdor die?  How had King Duncan always felt about Cawdor?  What does this say about Duncan’s character?
2. Of what significance are the following:

(a) Duncan’s naming Malcolm his successor?

(b) Duncan’s decision to visit Inverness?
3. Identify and explain two examples of dramatic irony in this scene.

Scene Five

1. How was Lady Macbeth advised of the witches’ prophecies?

2. What purpose is served by Lady Macbeth’s invocation of the powers of evil and darkness?

3. How is Lady Macbeth characterized in this scene?  Explain providing examples.
Scene Six

1. How is a peaceful atmosphere created at the beginning of this scene?  How does this add pathos?

2. What is ironic about the conversation between Lady Macbeth and Duncan?

3. What qualities does Lady Macbeth exhibit in this scene?  Provide examples.

Scene Seven

1. Summarize Macbeth’s long soliloquy at the beginning of the scene.  How does it (a) create sympathy for him; (b) destroy sympathy for him?
2. What taunts are used by Lady Macbeth to spur Macbeth on to commit the crime?
3. What plan has Lady Macbeth formulated for Duncan’s demise?
4. What is Lady Macbeth’s function in this scene? Explain.
5. How is Lady Macbeth both admirable and despicable in this scene?

