Country Comparison Chart
Topic: Levels of Government
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	Stronger Unitary or Federal System and the nature of strength (very strong, strong, medium, weak, very weak)
	Branches of government (named) and levels/amount of power they each have? (very strong, strong, shared/equal, weak, very weak)
	Any Specific Reserved Powers and/or Shared Powers on any level? (if so, name them)
	Devolution occurring?  (If so, how/where)?
	Specific Examples of recent/historical events/amendments  that contributed to current levels of government and their powers
	Other (please make your own category)

	U.K.
	Strong unitary system (although shared)- regional/local governments are part of the central government

	The central government is powerful with one prime minister and the English parliament but Scotland and Northern Ireland have some independent power

	Scottish parliament has limited authority to levy taxes (but not reserved for future)

	Yes, Scotland and Northern Ireland are gaining power because they have their own parliaments (and to a lesser extent Wales)

	Scotland Act of 1998 established and elected a Scottish parliament and the Referendum Act of 1997 allowed residents of Scotland and Wales to vote on the question of increased regional powers.  The Good Friday agreement gave local rule back to Northern Ireland.

	

	Germany
	Strong federal system, the Lander have primary jurisdiction in specific policy domains such as education, environment, media, cultural affairs, and law enforcement

	Executive and legislative branches share power, and there is a chancellor and parliament, and well as the relatively strong Lander (medium)

	Tax revenues, the two levels of government engage in joined tasks in a number of policy areas.   The Lander have primary jurisdiction in specific policy domains such as education, environment, media, cultural affairs, and law enforcement.

	Somewhat, depending on the power (they got enhanced control of education, environment, and business)

	2006 Constitutional reform which agreed to an exchange of powers with the Lander and made the legislative process more efficient.  Historically, they’ve been separated regionally, except during Nazi Germany, which went to the “unitary” extreme

	

	France
	Unitary System: Very Strong! The powers of lower levels exist at the pleasure of the national government  

	President: Very Strong
Parliament: Strong 

	NO shared or reserved power. The French national government and local governments are linked through the use of prefects.

	No devolution, but the central government fears that people could mobilize against them to give more power to local authorities. 

	There were some tensions between the Government and the island of Corsica. Corsicans wanted more power for their own, but they were denied that power. 

	

	Mexico
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Brazil
	Everybody do this one

	Everybody do this one

	Everybody do this one

	Everybody do this one

	Everybody do this one

	Everybody do this one


	Russia
	
	
	
	
	
	

	China
	
	
	
	
	
	

	India
	Strong federal system, but the central  government has more power than other countries like the U.S

	President and prime minister have strong power. Prime minister controls the majority of seats in the Lok Sabha. However, there is interdependence of executive and legislative branches.

Lok Sabha: strong (parliament part of the central government)

Raijya Sabha: strong (parliament part of the central government)

Vidhan Parishad: weak (regional parliament)
	The parliamentary is a shared power, since the president is part of it. There is interdependence of executive and legislative branches

	Rapidly growing cities have placed several challenges, so more power has been given to local governments.

	In 1992, the seventy-third amendment, which was meant to develop local governments.

	

	Nigeria
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Iran
	
	
	
	
	
	


