Persuasive Essay

Score Point 2 
Make the Library More Comforable

by Dean B.


The school library is a place to read. 


Now you sit at a table. With a wooden chair. This leaves the floor to sit. Pillows and beanbag chairs are more comforable.


Many do not use the library during free time. Because it is not a good place to read. A reading corner might make students go to the library often.


Making a place where kids want to read is the best. If we provide a comforable reading corner we would be making it.


Students do not waste time walking back and forth to the library. Plus, they would be more in the experience of reading. It would also give teachers another place to have silent reading time.
Focus—The writer tries to state an opinion, but it is not clearly presented and personal feelings are not indicated strongly.

Organization—The strongest opinion, which is that a reading corner would make the library more comfortable, is not given as the last statement. 

Support—Not many details support the opinion. Word choice is imprecise; the paper lacks persuasive language.

Conventions—The writer has not checked for correct spelling, punctuation, and complete sentences. This makes the argument hard to read and therefore hard to follow.

Persuasive Essay

Score Point 4 




Computers at School






by Lucy F.


There are not enough school computers. We should use the money to buy more computers for students to use.


Right now lots of students have to wait to use one. This wastes a lot of time. And I often need to look up information on the Internet. So its a problem.


 Also not everyone even has a computer. At home. Those students really need the oportunity to work on a computer at school. Its not fair that not everyone has the same tools to work with. If it effects your grades.


Another point is that papers need to be typed sometimes especialy if the handwriting isn’t clear. Then you have to have a computer and if there isn’t one at home, what are you supposed to do, you’d have to stay really late at school but that can be a conflick.


All in all, let’s spend that money on the computers we really need. That is a good use of the money.

 Focus—The paper is generally focused on the topic, and the writer understands the conventions of the persuasive mode.

Organization—A sense of an organizational structure is evident, with some noticeable lapses. Writer does not order arguments particularly well or provide careful transitions between all distinct points, but the paper demonstrates a sense of wholeness. 

Support—The writer uses several facts and reasons to support the appeal. Some opinion words are used. Vocabulary is adequate, although lacking in precision.

Conventions—Most frequently used words are spelled correctly. The writer uses capitalization and punctuation properly. Various sentence structures are employed. Syntactical errors occur but do not impede communication.


What Does a Score Point 1 Paper Look Like?

Focus—There is no clear focus, and opinions and feelings are not stated coherently.

Organization—Reasons for opinions are not clear and do not follow a logical order.

Support—There are no explanations given for reasons why the writer wants a reading corner.

Conventions—Spelling, punctuation, and sentence structure are not correct, and it is difficult to follow the essay from beginning to end.

What Does a Score Point 3 Paper Look Like?
Focus—The writing is generally focused on the topic with some extraneous or irrelevant information. The main focus of the argument may not be clearly presented as in the score 4 paper: “We should use the money to buy more computers for students to use.” The response may, however, present a unifying idea. 
Organization—An organizational pattern has been attempted, although lapses are evident. Reasons are not always presented in a logical order from weakest to strongest or the reverse; transitional devices may be lacking. In some areas, the exposition is composed of loosely related details. The paper does not seem complete.

Support—Word choice is adequate but may seem vague or immature. Convincing reasons to support the central argument, such as “Those students really need the oportunity (opportunity) to work on a computer at school. Its (It’s) not fair that not everyone has the same tools to work with,” may be sparse. The response does not feature persuasive language as often as the paper with a score of 4: “this should... not fair...really need.” 
Conventions—Basic knowledge of the conventions of capitalization and punctuation is demonstrated. In general, commonly used words are spelled correctly. There is some variety of sentence structure, although most sentences are simple constructions. Some sentence fragments occur.

Persuasive Essay

Score Point 5 




Let’s Create a New Art Studio






by Burke B.


Everyone knows that our school recently received a large donation of money. Now that we have extra funds, let’s build a new art studio.


At this time, more money is poured into the sports program, and art and music just get what ever is left over. This is not a balanced way to spend the money. Many students love art just as they do sports. So it is only just and right to spread some of this money around to the art classes.


Another reason is that the art teacher does not assign more interesting projects because we simply do not have the materials. I’m certain that many students would love to construct sculptures and try their hand at jewelry making if the tools were within reach. More students would join the after-school art program, too, if it was a more exciting experience. Currently, the sports program has too many students to handle. 


The strongest reason for creating a new art studio is that with better equipment and supplies, students with a passion for art will thrive. We’ll have the opportunity to work on our techniques using the very best of what is available. Some of us may even grow up be profesional artists one day.


So if you care about art, support the building of a new art studio. It would be a wise use of the money.

Focus—The response is focused on the topic, and the writer ably handles the conventions of the persuasive mode. The opinion is clearly stated and restated in the conclusion. 

Organization—A sense of an organizational structure is evident, with reasons organized from weakest to strongest. The writer typically presents transitions between points. The paper demonstrates some sense of wholeness. 

Support—The writer uses facts and reasons to support the appeal. Persuasive language, including opinion words, is used. Vocabulary is adequate or better.

Conventions—Commonly used words are spelled correctly. The writer follows the conventions of capitalization and punctuation. Various sentence structures are employed. Syntactical errors occur but do not impede communication.

Persuasive Essay

Score Point 6

A More Beautiful School

by Keiko H.


There is no better way to spend the donation than on making our school a more beautiful place. Purchasing and planting bushes and trees would be the best way to use the money.


Currently, the school’s grounds are very plain. Adding more colorful bushes and trees would improve our look and make the building more inviting.


Another great reason to use the donation to buy plants is that it would give our school community a project that we can all do together. Working together would help teachers and students build relationships with each other!


The best reason for using the donation to buy plants is that they would change the area around the playground into a pleasant park. Adding trees would give students and members of the community a cool, shady place to sit in the neighborhood. It would be the perfect place to relax and talk. Plus, as the trees grow, they will continue to add shade, benefiting everyone for many years.


I believe that buying bushes and trees is the best way to spend the donation because it will benefit all members of the community.

Focus—In the first paragraph the author states her clear opinion about how to spend a donation. She is very clear about her reasons for using the money to make her school more beautiful, and she uses persuasive words and phrases such as “There is no better way to spend the donation. . . .” to show her feelings.

Organization—The writer gives her reasons for spending the donation to buy bushes and trees in a series of logical arguments, that are separated into paragraphs She saves her best reason, the fact that it would change the area into a pleasant park, for last.

Support— The writer gives explanations, facts, and examples about why she wants to use the money for plants. She also talks about the benefits for the future of her community. 

Conventions— The writer has checked her spelling, her sentences, and her punctuation. This has made it easy for the reader to follow her persuasive essay.
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