Appropriate Ways to Orally Express an Opinion in an Academic Setting  
Expressing an Opinion Politely
· In my opinion . . . . . . . . . .

· It’s my opinion that . . . . . . . . . .

· It seems to me that . . . . . . . . . . 

· The point I’m making is . . . . . . . . . .

· I (believe, think, feel) that . . . . . . . . . .

· It’s my belief that . . . . . . . . . .

· As I see it, . . . . . . . . . .

· Don’t you think that . . . . . . . . . .?

· As far as I’m concerned, I think . . . . . . . . . .

· To be honest with you, I think that . . . . . . .

· If you ask me, . . . . . . . . . .

· (Personally, honestly, frankly), I think . . . . . . . . . .

· I’m going/have to be honest with you here.  I think . . . . . . . . . .

· From my point of view, I think. . . . . . . . . . .

Disagreeing Politely
· I’m sorry, but I disagree / don’t agree.

· Yes, but . . . . . . . . . .

· While that may be true, on the other hand I think . . . . . . . . . .

· I’m not sure I agree with you because . . . . . . . . . .

· To be honest with you, I disagree because . . . . . . . . . .

· Please don’t take this the wrong way, but . . . . . . . . . .

· I see what you mean, but . . . . . . . . . .

· I see where you’re coming from, but . . . . . . . . . .

· I don’t exactly agree, and here’s why . . . . . . . . . .

· Your point of view is valid, but . . . . . . . . . .

· Maybe, but . . . . . . . . . .

· I see things from a different perspective/point of view because . . . . . . . . . .

· Perhaps, but . . . . . . . . . .

· Excellent point.  However . . . . . . . . . .

· But don’t you think that . . . . . . . . . .

· I don’t agree, I’m sorry.  I feel this way because . . . . . . . . . .

· I understand what you’re saying, but . . . . . . . . . .

· That’s completely understandable, but I think . . . . . . . . . .

· I hear what you’re saying, but . . . . . . . . . .

· I respect what you say, but . . . . . . . . . .

· You have a good/great point, but. . . . . 

· That may be true, but . . . . . . . . . .

· I disagree, and here’s why . . . . . . . . . .

Agreeing Politely (as if agreeing isn’t polite in and of itself)

· I totally/completely agree.

· You’re absolutely right.

· Yes, I think so too.

· Absolutely!

· Without a doubt!

· Yes, there’s not doubt about it.

· Definitely.

· No doubt about it!

· Yes, I see exactly what you mean.

· Yes, that’s true.

· I couldn’t agree more!

· I agree wholeheartedly with what you say!

· How true!

· You’re/that’s exactly right!

· Exactly!

· My point exactly!

· That’s exactly (what I was thinking, what I believe, how I feel!)

· That’s a good point!

· Excellent point!

· You are right on the mark/money!

· That’s what I’m talking about!

· You hit the nail right on the head!

· I couldn’t have said it better!

· You couldn’t be more right!

· Well said!

· You can say that again (informal)

· Right on! (informal)

· You bet! (informal)

· I’ll say (informal)

Expressing Doubt Politely (when we’re not 100% sure of our opinions)

· Well, I’m not quite sure, but I believe . . . . . . . . . .
· I still have some doubts, but my feeling is that . . . . . . . . . .
· I could be wrong, but I’m pretty sure that . . . . . . . . . .
· Although I’m not 100% sure, I still think that . . . . . . . . . .
· Well, I don’t know, but I'm beginning to think that . . . . . . . . . .
· Well, I’m no expert, but . . . . . . . . . .(informal)
Disagreeing Impolitely

· No, you’re wrong!

· Are you crazy?

· You’re crazy if you think that . . . . . . . . . .

· You’re insane!

· You can’t be serious!

· You don’t seriously believe that . . . . . . . . .

· You don’t know what you’re saying

· You have no idea what you’re talking about!

· Are you out of your mind?

· You’re out of your mind if you think that . . . . . . . . . .

· You’ve got to be kidding!

· Are you kidding?

· I sincerely hope you’re joking

· That’s ridiculous!

· Have you lost your marbles?

· Where do you get that from?

· That makes no sense to me.

· Your logic is completely flawed.

· Give me a break!  

· No way, you’re totally/completely wrong. 
