“A Tree Grows in Brooklyn”

By Betty Smith

BOOK 3
Chapter 15 

1. What miracle does Francie find in her new home? 

2. What do Francie’s tears reveal? 

Chapter 16 

1. Explain the “mystery of the Orient in Brooklyn.” 

Chapter 17 

1. Katie is a very practical and intelligent mother. Explain the truth/falsity of this statement. 
2. Compare and contrast Katie’s and Johnny’s determination. Explain. 

Chapter 18
1. Why does Katie insist on making the children go alone to the doctor’s office? What does this reveal about her character? 
2. What is the significance of Francie’s trip to the doctor’s office? 

3. Contrast Katie’s “parenting style” with that of Johnny’s. What do you think accounts for this difference? 

Chapter 19
1. Francie expected great things from school, but was soon disappointed. Give examples of Francie’s disappointments during her school experiences. 

2. What is ironic about the way teachers treat the poor children? 

3. Who comes to Francie’s rescue? How?  

4. What Christian value is strongly emphasized in this chapter? 

Chapter 20
1. How is poverty emphasized in this chapter? Give examples. 

2. What actions are taken by Katie in order to prevent her children from diseases? 

3. How do Francie’s school experiences affect her? 

4. In what ways are Francie’s school experiences similar to yours? Different? 

Chapter 21
1. What metaphor does Betty Smith use to describe Francie’s school experiences? 

Chapter 22
1. How does Francie overcome her loneliness? 

2. Which aspect of Francie’s character is emphasized in this chapter? What impact do you think it has (and will have) on her life? 

Chapter 23
1. What is revealed about Francie’s relationship with Johnny? How is it different from her relationship with Katie? Give examples. 

2. Why was getting into the new school such a good thing for Francie? 

Chapter 24
1. In what ways is are politics similar today? Different? 

Chapter 25
1. How does Johnny’s drinking affect his relationship with Francie? 

2. What view of America is portrayed by the author? 

Chapter 26

1. How does Thanksgiving Day change Francie’s life?
2. Do you agree with the teacher’s advice? Why or why not? 

Chapter 27
1. Explain the significance of the tree that Francie and Neeley won. 

2. Why is Katie upset at Christmas, when everyone is so happy? Pg.203 
3. What insight/epiphany is gained by Katie on Christmas? 

Chapter 28
1. What impact does the death of Henny Gaddis have on Francie? 

2. What new profession does Francie decide to pursue? 

Chapter 29: Discussion only
Chapter 30
1. How are women portrayed in this chapter? 

2. According to Francie, how are men and women different? 

3. What effect does the women’s treatment of Joanna have on Francie? 

4. How is Francie changing? 
