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ELA/ESL CLASS SYLLABUS
Amy Lingenfelter
Buffalo Public Schools- High School
2011-2012
· Teacher: Amy E. Lingenfelter, Ed.M. (English/ESOL Education)
· NY State Teaching Certifications: 
· English Language Arts (grades 7-12)

· English to Speakers of Other Languages (grades K-12)

· Art Education (pending)
      

· School Phone: (716) 816-3888 / Cell Phone: (718) 541-1602

· Room: 501 (ext. 1501)
 
· School email: alingenfelter@buffaloschools.org / Home email: amylingen80@yahoo.com
My Class Website: 

www.peopleleap.com (go to the “BPS,” “Documents,” and “Learning Links” pages)
Students and parents can go here to view/post assignments and other important updates, as well as download documents and access educational website links.  
Required Materials:
1. 1-2 Composition notebooks (any color)
2. One glossy/durable, two-pocket folder
3. 1 package loose-leaf wide-ruled paper
4. 1 stack of 3 x 5 index cards
5. A computer with internet access (if possible)
Curriculum:

· Keystone (all levels, as needed)
· Language of Literature (all levels, as needed)

· Other supplemental texts and materials as needed
Goals of This Class:

By the end of this course, all students should show improvement in the following English-focused areas:
1. Writing skills
2. Reading comprehension and skills

3. Knowledge and usage of academic vocabulary

4. Knowledge of literature content, devices, and terminology

5. Academic speaking and listening skills

6. Grammar usage and accuracy

7. At least one level advancement on the NYSESLAT exam (e.g. move from Intermediate to Advanced)

8. NY State English 3 Regents Assessment (passing score)

9. Academic/Life/Career/Cultural skills in a mainstream American, English-speaking environment 
Homework Assignments:

Students will be assigned homework almost daily.  I will not accept late homework unless the student has been absent with an acceptable excuse (see below).  If students are absent, they should ask me or another student OR check my website for assignments missed.  They can then give me the assignment when they return to class.  The grades for some homework and classwork assignments are:


0 = Do it again/Not turned in

One star = OK

Two stars = Great

Final Grades:

Students’ final marking period grades will be calculated as follows:

· 30% graded homework / classwork
· 30% ungraded homework/classwork
· 30% tests / quizzes / final essays
· 10% participation / attitude / effort
Attendance and Lateness Policy:

My class is the ONLY place where students can practice speaking, reading, writing, and listening to English in a “safe” academic environment.  If students are not in class or are late, they miss crucial material, can’t practice correctly, and thus won’t improve sufficiently.  This is why attendance is so important!   Class work missed due to absence or lateness will not be accepted unless an excuse is provided by the parents and/or child’s doctor.
