My Ideal Friend

"Love is the only sane and satisfactory answer to the problem of human existence."
-Erich Fromm
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Love comes in all forms: romantic love, platonic love (friendship), family love, the love between a parent and child, etc.  I am writing in particular about platonic love and the relationship I have with my best friend (“bff”) Janessa.  I couldn’t imagine a better friend- in fact; she is my ideal friend in so many ways.  
My name is Melissa Smith and I am a junior high school student at Performing Arts School in Buffalo.  I’ve been friends with Janessa ever since Mrs. Kelly’s class in seventh grade.  At first, I thought Janessa was annoying: she was too talkative and direct for me.  I did admire her intelligence and her good grades: she was the kind of student who always answered questions correctly in class.  However, she always seemed to have a logical reason for everything even if nobody else wanted to hear it.  That particular class, which was full of opinionated and outgoing students, bothered a private and quiet person like me. 
Suddenly, the tide turned.  One day, we both noticed we were wearing the same purple outfit that we had both bought at Target.  Purple, which is our favorite color, was what brought us together.  Since then, I have realized that people who like purple are a special kind of person. (  Anyway, that morning I entered class to find her wearing my outfit.  We acknowledged it, asked where the other bought it, and then joked, “You look better in that outfit than I do.”  That broke the ice and we started talking about fashion, food, our hobbies, boys, and anything else that entered our minds.  We have been best friends ever since.
Although Janessa’s personality is very different from mine, she balances me in all the right ways.  She is an open and expressive person who says everything that is on her mind, while I am inhibited.  However, she brings me out of my shell and I feel comfortable talking about anything and everything with her.   After meeting her, I feel a lot less socially cautious.  Now, I am usually not afraid to speak my mind with people who will listen.  She often hosts parties at her house and I have met a lot of interesting people because of her.  Janessa, who is involved in many clubs and activities, has encouraged me to join them with her.  I am now in the bowling, cheerleading, soccer, and math clubs with her. On the other hand, I have given Janessa a lot of advice on how to be more private by keeping certain thoughts to herself.  This way, she doesn’t get into trouble with her mouth.
Janessa is also different from me in that she can always look at things from a rational point of view.  When I get too emotional and passionate about difficult situations and can often be a bit sensitive, Janessa always keeps calm and offers me a logical point of view so that I can cool down.  For example, she says relationships with boys, which often cause a lot of drama, are not something we should obsess over during high school.  She thinks grades should always come before boys, at least until you get your degree.   Now this is advice I should take!  On the other hand, my empathetic personality sometimes balances her impersonal one.  I help her take people’s feelings into consideration when she’s making a decision or analyzing a situation. 
Janessa and I are similar in many ways as well.  We are both imaginative, creative, and idealistic people.  We love art, music, and fashion and want to start our own fashion design business in New York City after we graduate from college.  We want to use the money we make to pay for poor kids to study careers in the arts.  Friends like us who always think of new and original ways to have fun together are probably the closest.  For example, during the last two snow days, we were bored out of our minds.  So, we took all our old clothes that we planned to throw out, cut them up, and glued the cut-up pieces together with a glue gun to make completely new outfits!  Then, we sold them on eBay to make some extra cash (  How original is that?
Janessa and I are also similar because we are both spontaneous and can “go-with-the-flow.”  Our parents, who are strict beyond belief, never let us plan anything too far in advance.  Whenever we have time together, depending on how we feel, we are always flexible and open to doing whatever is perfect for that moment.  As Janessa says, we never know what’s going to happen, so we have to keep our options open and make the best of every moment we have!
Most importantly, Janessa is a caring person who is always there for me whenever I need her.  She has an attitude that always makes me feel like I can accomplish anything. I share my thoughts and feelings with her, and she does the same for me.  We support each other through good times and bad times and are always truthful with each other.  I can trust her with my life and she is like a sister to me.  She would never betray me.  This is why she is my ideal best friend. 

Comprehension Questions:

1. How did Melissa feel about Janessa at first?  Why?
2. What was the turning point in Melissa and Janessa’s relationship that led to them being best friends?
3. How are Melissa and Janessa different?  Please reference at least 3 examples from the story.
4. How are Melissa and Janessa similar?  Please reference at least 3 examples from the story.
5. How has their relationship helped one another?  How do they balance each other?  Please reference at least 3 examples from the story.
6. What do they plan to do together in the future?
7. What is the main idea of this story?

8. What is the author’s purpose for writing this story?

9. What is the author’s tone in this story?
