Getting to Know All About You: Personal Interview

Basic Personal Information:

Name: _____________________________________    Birthday: __________________________
Email address: _______________________________    Phone #:___________________________

Full home address:
___________________________________________________________________​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​___________
Place of birth (city, country):________________________________________________________
How long have you lived in the United States? ___________________________________________
What language/s do you speak MOSTLY at home? ________________________________________
Are you:  1) married  2) single  3) widowed  4) divorced? (Please circle one)

Do you have children?  If so, how old? (Please write names, ages, and if they live with you or not):
______________________________________________________________________________
Describe your family.  Who lives in the USA?  Who lives in another country? _____________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
How long have you been a student at ECC? ______________________________________________
What was your job before you came to the USA (if applicable)? ______________________________

Why are you studying at ECC?  Be specific. _____________________________________________
What are your future plans and goals (studies, career, family, etc.)?___________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
Circle the following if you plan to:

1) Do well/work hard in this class:
   

Definitely    Maybe    I don’t know    Probably not    Definitely not

2) Get an Associate’s (2-year) college degree:

Definitely    Maybe    I don’t know    Probably not    Definitely not
3) Get a Bachelor’s degree (4-year) college degree:

Definitely    Maybe    I don’t know    Probably not    Definitely not
4) Get a Master’s Degree, Professional Degree (Law, Medicine), or Doctorate:

Definitely    Maybe    I don’t know    Probably not    Definitely not

What is your job now (if you have one)? ________________________________________________
What is/was the job of your parent/s? ________________________________________________
Where did you live before you came to Buffalo? (Please list cities with dates) 
______________________________________________________________________________
Why did you come to the United States?  Why Buffalo in particular? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
Special Personal Information:

Do you like your life in the USA/Buffalo?  Why or why not? _________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

What are your hobbies?  What do you do for fun / in your free time? (Name as many as you want!)
______________________________________________________________________________
What are your favorite movie/s or TV show/s?  What genres do you like most (romance, comedy, drama, action, horror, etc.)?
______________________________________________________________________________
What topics & things interest you?  What do you want to learn more about?
______________________________________________________________________________

What do you think are the MOST important things in life?

______________________________________________________________________________
What do you think you need to do to be successful in life?  What about successful in the USA?

______________________________________________________________________________
What is your religion/what church do you attend (optional) __________________________________
School/Learning/Literacy Background:
Did you go to school in your home country?  If so, what kinds of schools?  Did you graduate?
______________________________________________________________________________

Do you like reading in your first language? (Please circle one:   Yes   No   Sometimes)   

Do you like reading in English? (Please circle one:   Yes   No   Sometimes)
What KINDS of things do you like to read in any language (novels, comic books, magazines, newspapers, advertisements, all kinds of books, etc.)?  What genre (science fiction, comedy, romance, drama, horror, nonfiction, biographies, etc.)? 
______________________________________________________________________________
What are/were your FAVORITE subject/s in school?  What are/were your LEAST favorite?
______________________________________________________________________________
If you took English class before, what did you like the most about it? What did you like the least?

______________________________________________________________________________

Circle one: in class, do you prefer to: 1) work alone, 2) work with a partner/friend, or 3) work in a group of 3 or more people?
Circle one: do you learn best: 1) alone, 2) in a group, 3) from the teacher, or 4) with a partner?
Circle one: Do you prefer to: 1) read outloud to the whole class, 2) read outloud to one person, 3) read outloud to yourself, or 4) read silently?

Circle one: Do you remember/learn things best from: 1) HEARING them, 2) SEEING, them, 3) TALKING about them, or 4) just DOING them?

Do you have a time/place to do your homework at home where you can concentrate? _______________
Do you have a computer at home that you can use? _______ Do you have internet access? __________
Please circle the following classroom activities and tell me how you like them:
a) Writing essays:
Don’t like     Like     Love

b) Sitting in a chair listening to the teacher:
Don’t like     Like     Love
c) Moving around the classroom:
Don’t like     Like     Love
d) Playing educational games:
Don’t like     Like     Love
e) Talking to your classmates about what you’re learning:
Don’t like     Like     Love
f) Writing your ideas/thoughts in a journal:
Don’t like     Like     Love
g) Giving a presentation in class:
Don’t like     Like     Love
h) Answering questions the teacher asks in class:
Don’t like     Like     Love
Writing Background:
How do you feel about writing in your language?  Why? (Please explain): ________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

What kinds of things have you written in your own language (e.g. essays, reports, poems, etc.)?  Be specific:

______________________________________________________________________________

How do you feel about writing in English?  Why? (Please explain): _____________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
Why is it important for you to learn to write in English right now? ____________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

What are some topics that you would like to write about in this course?

______________________________________________________________________________

How would you evaluate your general writing abilities in English on a scale of 1-10 (1 being lowest and 10 highest)? __________________
Please evaluate your writing skills in the following areas by placing a check in the appropriate column:

	Writing Skill:
	A little
	Fairly well
	Very Well

	I know how to write in my first language.
	
	
	

	I know about the writing process in the USA.
	
	
	

	I can write down my thoughts on paper in English.
	
	
	

	I know how to write paragraphs.
	
	
	

	I know how to organize a complete essay.
	
	
	

	I know how to use transition words to connect ideas/paragraphs in an essay together.
	
	
	

	I know how to use Microsoft Word.
	
	
	

	I know how to give details and examples to support a topic/main idea.
	
	
	

	I feel comfortable with English grammar. 
	
	
	

	I feel comfortable editing my own writing.
	
	
	

	I feel comfortable editing other people’s writing.
	
	
	


What problems do you have writing in English that you want to improve?  Be specific: ______________
______________________________________________________________________________
What grammar points do want the teacher to teach?  Be specific: ____________________________
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