Present Simple Tense:

· To indicate general ideas and truths
· To express habitual, regular actions
· To express mental perceptions, emotions, or opinions
· Often uses words like every day, always, continuously, frequently/ often, sometimes, rarely, once in a while, never, etc.
Examples:
1. I do my homework every day.
    (habitual/regular)
2. The teacher never gives homework  

     on Fridays. (habitual/regular)
3. He likes pizza a lot. (feelings/   
     opinions)
4. The children feel angry about their  

     punishment. (feelings/opinions)
Past Simple Tense: 
Regular and Irregular Verbs
· To indicate general ideas and truths

· To express habitual, regular, or completed actions at one time in the past (for this often uses words like every day, always, continuously, frequently/ often, sometimes, rarely, once in a while, never, etc.)
· To express mental perceptions, emotions, or opinions

· Something that happened ONE TIME in the PAST that is a completed action.
· Most of the time, to change verbs to past simple tense, you add +ED.  However, some verbs are what we call "irregular," which is another way of saying crazy, weird, RULE-BREAKERS!  For these past-tense verbs, you do NOT add +ED, you simply have to memorize how they are changed. 
· Remember, if it is NOT on the “English Irregular Verbs List,” add +ED to make the verb past simple tense. 
· For example:

· REGULAR past-tense verb:
Yesterday, I walked home. (add +ED  to "walk)
· IRREGULAR past-tense verb: 
Yesterday, I woke up early. (change "wake" to "woke)

Examples:
1. Last week, I failed my test. (one event/ time in the past)
2. I did my homework often when I was 
  young. (habitual at one time in past)
3. I never danced salsa when I lived in

  Puerto Rico. (habitual at one time in past)
4. Last year in March, it snowed 
  every day. (habitual at one time in past)
5. Last year on March 24th, we had the 
  biggest snowstorm of the year. (one event/time in the past)
6. World War 2 was the biggest war in
  the history of the world. (general ideas and truths)
7. I was one of the few who actually loved the Buffalo winter. (feelings/opinions)
Past Continuous/

Progressive Tense: 
· For continuous actions in the past.
· Used to indicate an action in progress at a particular time in the past.
· When something happened at the same time that something else was happening.
· Can be paired with the past simple OR the another past continuous action
· Often uses “progress” words like while, during, throughout, constantly, when, etc.
Examples:
1. I was talking while he was 
     studying.
2. I was driving when he called me.

3. When I got married, I was going 
     to school.
4. My grandmother was living in   

    California during World War 2.

5. They were constantly getting up and 

    leaving the room throughout the 

    entire class.
“Used to / Would:” 
· Indicate actions that happened on a regular basis in the past.  They tell about actions that were habits or customs.
· Often uses words like every day, always, continuously, frequently/ often, sometimes, rarely, once in a while, never, etc.
Examples:
1. I used to bite my nails all the time, 

     but I don’t anymore.

2. When I was a child, I would bite 

       my nails all the time, but I don’t 

         anymore.

3. As a child, I often would go to the

     river to fish.

4. As a child, I often used to go to 

     the river to fish.
Present Perfect Tense: 
· For things that happened at some unspecified time in the past (often with words like already, just, ever, never, yet, etc.)
· For things that happened more than once in the past (often with words like many times, often, frequently, etc.) 
· For things that began in the past and continue onto the present (often with for or since)
Examples:
1. I have visited China many times in 
    my life.
2. She has never had a boyfriend 
     before.

3. I’ve already finished my homework.
4. The sun has just come out! 

5. Since I graduated from high school, I 
     haven’t talked to my friends.

6. Many parts of the world have been 
     poor for many years.

7. Have you studied for your test yet?

8. Has she ever visited her brother’s 

     baby since he was born?
9. Her father has been a firefighter for 

    30 years now.
Past Perfect Tense: 
· Indicates a past event that happened before another past event or time (written in the past simple).
· Often uses words like when, already, before, just, by the time, at the moment, etc.
Examples:
1. I had already graduated from high  

     school by the time I got my driver’s 

         license.  (I graduated from high school 
        before I got my driver’s license).
2. I had gotten married a few years 

     before I came to the United States.


(I was married before I came to the 

         United States).

3. The dictator had killed a lot of people 

     when he was assassinated.  (The 

    dictator killed a lot of people before he     

    was assassinated).
4. The girl had just finished eating at 

     the moment her father walked in.

    (The girl finished eating right before  

         her father walked in).

5. We had had a lot of fun at the party 

     when John tripped over the dog and 

    fell down the stairs. (We had fun at the 

    party before John tripped).
