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Quiz #1: EN031- Erie Community College
Components of an Effective Paragraph (4 points)
Directions: Please list 4 components of a strong, effective, well-written paragraph:

1. _________________________________________________________________________
2. _________________________________________________________________________
3. _________________________________________________________________________
4. _________________________________________________________________________
Evaluating/Analyzing a Paragraph (6 points)
Directions: Please read the paragraph below and answer the following questions about it:
The Weather in Buffalo and Miami

My cousin and I recently had a discussion about whether his hometown, Buffalo, or my hometown, Miami, has better weather.  Our discussion centered on three differences between the weather in our two hometowns.  First, Buffalo has all four distinct seasons, but Miami does not.  Buffalonians have summer, fall, winter, and spring weather.  Miami, in contrast, has only two seasons: a very mild winter and a very long summer.  Another major difference in the weather between our two cities is that Buffalo’s worst weather occurs in the winter.  For example, on average, the high temperature in a Buffalo winter reaches only around 32 degrees, and the low each night goes down to about 20 degrees.  Unlike Buffalo, in Miami the problem is not the cold but rather the heat.  For example, in the summer the daytime temperature reaches 98 degrees and drops to only 75 or so at night.  The climate in Chicago and Detroit is similar to the climate of Buffalo.  Finally, people living in Miami and Buffalo worry about different weather problems.  While a Buffalonian’s biggest weather problem is a blizzard, the biggest weather problem for Miamians is a hurricane.  In the end, we learned that each of our hometowns has unique weather.
5. What is the above paragraph’s title?
 ______________________________________________________________________
6. What is the paragraph’s topic sentence?
 ______________________________________________________________________
7. What is the paragraph’s concluding sentence?
 ______________________________________________________________________
8. What is ONE supporting detail?
 ______________________________________________________________________
9. What is ONE supporting example?
 ______________________________________________________________________
10. Which sentence doesn’t belong?
______________________________________________________________________
Writing Part of a Paragraph (4 points)
Directions: Please read the partially completed paragraph below and write an appropriate topic sentence for the paragraph:
11. _______________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________  

It burns calories more quickly, and you can lose weight faster, than any other type of exercise.  In fact, running burns two times more calories than swimming, which is the second best calorie-burning activity.  While swimmers burn around 600 calories per hour, runners can burn almost 1,200 calories per hour!  Running is also a great form of exercise because you can do it almost anywhere, in any type of weather.  Finally, running is a cheap activity; the only thing a runner needs to buy is a good pair of running shoes.
Directions: Please read the topic sentence below and write one supporting detail for this topic sentence:
English is a difficult language to learn for many reasons.

12. _______________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________  
Verb Tenses: Irregular and Regular Verbs (8 points)
Directions: Please fill in the blanks with the appropriate present simple tense, past simple tense, past progressive tense, or used to/would verb form:
Example: It started raining while I     was  riding     my bike home.



                              (ride)          
13. Last semester, my English professor at ECC ____________________  really sick and was absent for 2 classes.



              (get)
14.  Professors at ECC always ____________________ students who have problems.
                  (help)
15. When I was in my country, I ____________________ and fish in the river often.



                                  (swim)
16. I ____________________ a book when my brother walked in the room.

         (read)

17. Last summer I went to Niagara Falls and ____________________ the most beautiful sight I had ever seen!


                           (behold)
18. Now the man____________________ home every day at 3:30 pm.

                                        (walk)




        
19. She ____________________ her nails, but now she doesn’t.
               (bite)

20. My brother ____________________ the computer when the phone rang.

                                  (fix)
Prepositions (4 points)
Directions: Please fill in the blanks with the correct preposition indicating time using “IN, AT,” or “ON:”

Example: Can you meet me   AT   6:00 later this afternoon?
21. My husband and I always go out to dinner ___________ our marriage anniversary.
22. Some years, ___________ April it’s still like winter in Buffalo. 
23. __________ 5:00 pm, I start cooking dinner.

24. I usually have a hard time getting up _________ the morning.
Word forms (3 points)
Directions: Please fill in the blanks with the verb or noun form of the word.  The verb form is already provided for you.  You MIGHT or MIGHT NOT change the word or add a suffix:
Example: Your   ACTIONS   have caused you a lot of trouble in your life.


        (act)
25.  The  ___________ of this chocolate is making me sick!
                 (sweeten)
26. The artist wants to ___________ a painting masterpiece in his lifetime.

       (create)
27. You have to make a ___________ soon about what career and major you want.


                             (decide)
Transition Words (5 points)
Directions: Please fill in the blanks with the appropriate transition word.  Please note that there is more than one right answer:
My First Day at ECC

My first semester at ECC started out very badly, but it fortunately improved as it went on.  _______________, I confused the day of my biology class and I went to the class on the wrong day. _______________, I lost my student ID card along with three of my textbooks the second week of school. _______________, I failed my first English test.   _______________, things got better when I started getting used to student life.  My grades improved, and I made less mistakes. _______________, by the end of the semester I had earned a 3.8 GPA and felt much better about my decision to be a student at ECC.
