Components of a Well-Written Essay
	Introduction
(“The Head” / “Top Bun”)
· General overview of what you will write about in your essay
· Contains the thesis statement of your essay, which is the main idea of your whole essay
Example from “My Dream World” Essay:
“If I could create my own dream world, it would be nothing less than utopian.”  
· Often has an attention-grabbing sentence as the first sentence, which draws the reader in and makes the reader want to read MORE.  It often has a quote, asks the reader a question, and/or is very interesting.
Example from “My Dream World” Essay:
“If you could wave a magic wand and the world could become the way you’ve always   dreamed, how would you design it?”  
· Has no or very few details and examples

· Can list all the topic sentences (partial or full) of all body paragraphs
Example from “My Dream World” Essay:
“It would have stellar schools and universities, a scenic environment, kind-hearted people, an egalitarian and purely democratic government with ample job and career opportunities, and abundant food and drink surrounding us.” 



	Body Paragraphs (All)
(“The Meat”)
· Has a topic sentence that states the main idea that is usually the first/second sentence
Example from “My Dream World” Essay:
“First, the schools in my dream world would be top-notch and available for all children in the world.”  
· Has supporting sentences including details/examples that explain and support the topic sentence
Example from “My Dream World” Essay:
“All children, regardless of where they live or how much money their parents earn, would                                    live no more than one kilometer from a school with state of the art educational and recreational facilities.  Students would have the right to choose what they want to learn- even uncommon things such as extraterrestrial life theory, and there would be teachers available to teach all subjects.  Kids would spend half their time learning academics and half their time doing a fun activity of their choice, such as soccer or video games.  Furthermore, students would always respect each other and respect the teacher with no fights or suspensions.  Finally, bad grades would not exist, as all students would be born with equal intellectual ability and motivation levels.”  
· All of the sentences are about only one topic (the topic sentence)
· The first sentence of the paragraph is always indented
· It often contains a concluding sentence that brings the paragraph to a logical conclusion
Example from “My Dream World” Essay:
“As you can see, education would be much improved in this dream world.”



	Conclusion
(“The Feet” / “The Bottom Bun”)
· Summary of what you wrote about, “wraps things up” in different words than the conclusion, often in less words.
Example from “My Dream World” Essay:
“In conclusion, if I had the power to create an ideal world, this is how it would be in my eyes.  Everyone has their own vision and opinion for how they think the world should be.  However, nobody can argue with excellent and free education, a paradise-like environment, supportive people, a fair government, and unlimited resources and opportunity to become the best person you can be for yourself and your family.”  
· Has no or very few details and examples
· Includes final comments, suggestions, opinions, and/or predictions
Example from “My Dream World” Essay (comment/suggestion/opinion):
“Although in many ways it is quite unattainable, it is always nice to dream and work towards achieving those things that are realistic.”











Descriptive Essay Model: “My Dream World”
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(INTRODUCTION):
If you could wave a magic wand and the world could become the way you’ve always dreamed, how would you design it?  If I could create my own dream world, it would be nothing less than utopian in so many ways.  It would have stellar schools and universities, a scenic environment, kind-hearted people, an egalitarian and purely democratic government, ample job and career opportunities, and abundant food and drink surrounding us.  Although my dream world is a bit unrealistic, it is important to be aware of it so that I can always work towards the highest goal possible.  In the following paragraphs, I will describe this world in detail. 
(BODY PARAGRAPH #1):

First, the schools in my dream world would be top-notch and available for all children in the world.  All children, regardless of where they live or how much money their parents earn, would live no more than one kilometer from a school with state of the art educational and recreational facilities.   Students would have the right to choose what they want to learn- even uncommon things such as extraterrestrial life theory, and there would be teachers available to teach all subjects.  Kids would spend half their time learning academics and half their time doing a fun activity of their choice, such as soccer or video games.  Furthermore, students would always respect each other and respect the teacher with no fights or suspensions.  Finally, bad grades would not exist, as all students would be born with equal intellectual ability and motivation levels.  As you can see, education would be much improved in this dream world.
(BODY PARAGRAPH #2):

Secondly, the landscape and environment in my dream world would be heavenly.   If I could control my surroundings, every city and town would have tree-covered mountains, towering trees, and be located on a crystal, turquoise ocean with dolphins.  There would be all four seasons: winter, summer, spring, and fall, with a longer summer than winter.  Furthermore, every house would be custom-built according to the owner’s exact specifications, regardless of income.  Additionally, there would be parks containing everything for recreation: for example, fields for all sports, enormous pools, playgrounds, airplane- flying, hiking, etc.  There would also be all kinds of docile animals that coexist with humans as half-pets, half wild-animals.  Overall, my dream world’s environment would be very peaceful.
(BODY PARAGRAPH #3):

Thirdly, almost nothing is as influential as the people who surround you, so they must be benevolent people!  If I had the power to extinguish the evil in human beings, I would if I could.  People in my dream world would be kind and respectful toward one other regardless of culture or appearance.  They would also be multilingual and beautiful in a unique way, such as having naturally rainbow-colored hair.  Although everyone’s differences would be embraced by all, everybody would have the same religion.  Therefore, there would be less cause for disagreements and wars.  Moreover, I would live in my own self-designed house, but I would also live very close to my parents for when they need me.  In this house, I would live with my wife Victoria Beckham and have 2 boys.  Best of all, all citizens would work relentlessly together to help continuously improve this dream world.
(BODY PARAGRAPH #4):

Furthermore, in my dream world I would be the leader of an egalitarian government and economic system that would allow for all people to have a voice and truly equal opportunities.  All people would vote for their government in equal ways, in a real democracy.  The government would never initiate a war because wars wouldn’t exist.  If people didn’t like the way the government ran the country, they would tell me and I would let them vote directly and make a change for a new government.  People would have access to free university education if they were bright enough.  They would have equal amount of interest and ability in just one area, and after graduation they would be able to obtain any job they wanted that paid depending on how long they wanted to work.  Finally, money would grow on special trees, some of which would be owned by me and some by the government.  Trees that grew money would only be for disabled or elderly people, while the rest would work for a special card that could buy them whatever they desired.
(BODY PARAGRAPH #5):

Lastly, one of the biggest pleasures of life would be ubiquitous in my dream world: food!  All houses would be made of a person’s favorite food (for example, mine would be made of ice cream that never melted).  Roads would be made of a food that would change to whatever the person wanted to eat as soon as he/she stepped on it.  Aside from the money trees, other trees would flourish with fruits, vegetables, meat, sweets, and all the scrumptious, nutritious food people could ever want.  Certain rivers would flow with pure drinking water and sometimes beer.  Cooking would not be necessary, as the trees would grow hot, prepared food automatically.
(CONCLUSION):
In conclusion, if I had the power to create an ideal world, this is how it would be in my eyes.   Everyone has their own vision and opinion for how they think the world should be.  However, nobody can argue with excellent and free education, a paradise-like environment, supportive people, a fair government, and unlimited resources and opportunity to become the best person you can be for yourself and your family.  Although in many ways it is quite unattainable, it is always nice to dream and work towards achieving those things that are realistic.
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TOPIC SENTENCE #2: Secondly, the landscape and environment in my dream world would be heavenly.   





TOPIC SENTENCE #1: First, the schools in my dream world would be top-notch and available for all children in the world.





Supporting Detail #1: If I could control my surroundings, every city and town would have tree-covered mountains, towering trees, and be located on a crystal, turquoise ocean with dolphins. 


Supporting Detail #2: Furthermore, every house would be custom-built according to the owner’s exact specifications, regardless of income.  


Supporting Detail #3: Additionally, there would be parks containing everything for recreation.


For example, fields for all sports, enormous pools, playgrounds, airplane- flying, hiking, etc.














Supporting Detail #1: All children, regardless of where they live or how much money their parents earn, would live no more than one kilometer from a school with state of the art educational and recreational facilities.


Supporting Detail #2: Students would have the right to choose what they want to learn- even uncommon things such as extraterrestrial life theory.


Supporting Detail #3: Kids would spend half their time learning academics and half their time doing a fun activity of their choice, such as soccer or video games.
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TOPIC SENTENCE #4: Furthermore, in my dream world I would be the leader of an egalitarian government and economic system that would allow for all people to have a voice and truly equal opportunities.  





TOPIC SENTENCE #3: Thirdly, almost nothing is as influential as the people who surround you, so they must be benevolent people!





Supporting Detail #1: People in my dream world would be kind and respectful toward one other regardless of culture or appearance.  


Supporting Detail #2: They would also be multilingual and beautiful in a unique way


For example, having naturally rainbow-colored hair.  


Supporting Detail #3: Although everyone’s differences would be embraced by all, everybody would have the same religion.  

















Supporting Detail #1: All people would vote for their government in equal ways, in a real democracy.  


Supporting Detail #2: People would have access to free university education if they were bright enough.


Supporting Detail #3: Finally, money would grow on special trees, some of which would be owned by me and some by the government.  


























