Name _________________________________            Date ____________            
Score ________


GRAMMAR: Suffixes (5 points)

Directions: Please fill in the blanks with the correct suffixes “ful, less” or “ish.”
(Example) My baby sister was helpless because she couldn’t walk or talk.
                                                 (help)
1. I am ___________ that I will graduate from high school- I really want to!
              (hope)
2. The shirt she’s wearing is not quite green, but it’s ___________.
            (green)

3. Some students at MST are not very ___________ when they are acting badly in class.
                                                                  (respect)

4. The girl was alone most of the time and didn’t know many people.  Sadly, she was ___________.
    (friend)

5. When I grow up, I want to have a great job and be very ___________.
        (success)
READING/WRITING: Transition Words (8 points)
Please fill in the blank with the correct word (transition word) to complete the sentence.  You can use your “Transition Word Reference List.”
_______________ I was in college, I worked very hard and took a lot of art, computer, 

                          1.
and photography classes. _______________ year, I graduated from college with a degree in 
                                                     2.

Computer Art.  _______________, I got a teaching certification to teach art in public schools, 



                3.

but there were no jobs available in art teaching.  _______________, I got a job designing 




                                                         4.

magazines and websites.  It didn’t pay very much, but it was great experience.  

_______________, I met a girl I worked with and soon fell in love with her.  


    5.

_______________, we got married and I had two children with her.  _______________,

    6.




                                                          7.                        I started my own computer art business.

GRAMMAR: “To be” section (8 points)

Directions: Please fill in the blanks with the correct form of the verb “to be.”
Example 1: Mary and Emily are sisters. 
Example 2: Last night, my father was angry that I got suspended from school.  
1. Last year, teachers at MST ____________ very strict.  This year, they seem nicer.

2. Sometimes, Buffalo schools ____________ closed for snow days.
3. I ____________ happy when my teacher gave me a good grade.
4. American students have too much freedom and as a result ____________ disobedient.
5. You ____________ young when you got married.
6. My sister and I ____________ driving a car by the time we turned 16 years old.
7. The dog ____________ not missing anymore- he’s sleeping outside.
8. The building ____________ destroyed in the earthquake last year.
GRAMMAR: Possessive Nouns section (8 points)
Directions: Please correct the possessive noun by adding an ‘ and “s” in the correct place.

Example 1: The two girls’ house shook in the earthquake.

1. The four Gnohoue sister   mother usually works during the day.
2. Pauline   father usually works during the day.

3. Ms. Lingenfelter   cats need to see a veterinarian.

4. The four Gnohoue sister   parents are from Togo.
5. Ms. Lingenfelter   car needs to be fixed.

6. All MST student   uniforms are green and beige.
7. One MST student   uniform hasn’t been washed in 2 weeks.

8. Tin   shoes were made in China.
READING: Cause/Effect (8 points)

Directions: Please read the following paragraph and determine 4 cause and effect situations in the story by recording them in the chart.

“Black Sunshine”
People always told me if you looked at the sun for too long, you could become blind for your life.  I never believed them.  One sweltering summer day, when I was 11 years old and I was hanging out with my sisters in the park, we decided to have a contest: who could look at the sun for the longest without looking away.  We all looked at the sun as long as we could.  Eventually, everybody stopped looking after 5 seconds except me.  I looked for 30 seconds.


After looking at the sun for 30 seconds, suddenly everything turned black.  I couldn’t see anything, even with my eyes open.  I screamed out loud and cried.  My sisters tried everything to help me see again- they washed my eyes out with water, they punched me in the face, nothing.  I went to the hospital, and to my horror, the doctors told me they couldn’t do much to help me either.  The doctors told me my eyes were permanently damaged.  If I was lucky, they said, after surgery I would be able to see a little bit, but only with very thick glasses.

It was very difficult being almost blind at 11 years old after being able to see perfectly before that.  For a year or two, at times I just wanted to die.  Everything I had loved to do I had to stop: playing soccer, reading, and painting.  I had to get a special dog and go to a special school.  I couldn’t do the regular normal things that most people can do with no problem.  I couldn’t even read anymore.  I had to learn how to read a special way, using special books in Braille writing.  Reading Braille took me almost 3 years to learn.
Then, one day, to make me feel better, my mother bought me a piano. She told me if I could feel the keys, I wouldn’t need to see to play the piano.  Since I became blind, I noticed that my hearing was better than it was before.  Sounds become louder, stronger, and more noticeable.  I had always loved music and knew how to play the piano a little.   However, now that my vision was bad, my hearing had to be even better.


When I started playing the piano, I realized that I could hear perfectly.  I soon learned to play just by feeling the keys and hearing the sounds.  I played every day, and began to play songs I heard only once on the piano.  Soon after that, I was creating my own songs and singing along to them.  My songs and voice got better and better.  My family starting inviting people over to the house to hear me play and sing.

One of the people that came to the house was a friend of my parents, who had heard about my talents.  It turned out he knew a record producer and a famous musician.  Both the record producer and famous musician loved my music.  They wanted me to come to their studio and start recording music.  They said I was so talented I could become really successful as a musician, singer, and songwriter.


Now, 20 years later, I have made 10 successful “platinum-selling” CDs, I have toured around the world performing my music, and I am quite rich.  I am also married to a famous, handsome soccer player.  Unfortunately I am still 80% blind even after a long and difficult surgery.  But even though I have lost my vision, I don’t regret it.  I am happy that I lost something, to give me the wonderful gift that is my musical abilities.  If I had not stared at the sun for too long, I would NOT be the talented, successful musician I am today.
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READING: Compare/Contrast (6 points)

Directions: Please complete the following Venn Diagram by comparing 1) the narrator’s experience with being blind in the story “Black Sunshine” with 2) your own experience when you or a family member first came to the USA and couldn’t speak English well.



WRITTEN RESPONSE OPTION 1: Compare/Contrast (10 points)

Directions: In a well-organized essay with at least 5 paragraphs (including an introduction and a conclusion), please compare and contrast the experience of the protagonist/narrator in the story (the girl who became blind) with difficulties being an immigrant and/or non-native English speaker in the USA.  You can discuss your OWN experiences, OR those of a family member or friend:
1. TOPIC: The similarities and differences between the blindness of the narrator and your difficulties as an immigrant and/or non-native English speaker.
2. BODY PARAGRAPHS 1-3: What are specific differences and/or similarities?  Name at least 3 differences and/or similarities in each paragraph.  Give examples and be specific.
WRITTEN RESPONSE OPTION 2: General (10 points)

Directions: In a well-organized essay with at least 5 paragraphs (including an introduction and a conclusion), please answer the following questions below:
1. TOPIC: Think about a difficulty you have had in your life (just like the blind girl in the story “Black Sunshine”).

2. BODY PARAGRAPHS 1-3: Why and how was this difficult?  Name at least 3 reasons/situations in each paragraph.  Give examples and be specific.

3. FINAL BODY PARAGRAPH: Tell how you overcame or are working to overcome this difficulty.
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