Name __________________________
Independent Reading Assignment
In this assignment, you will choose a book or novel in English of at least 100 pages with at least 15 chapters.  It has to be a book you haven’t read before and I need to approve it first.  It can be fiction or nonfiction and from the following genres:
	Fiction:
	   Nonfiction:

	· Action
	· Drama
	· Historical

	· Romance
	· Comedy
	· Biography

	· Mystery
	· Adventure
	· Autobiography

	· Thriller/Horror
	· Science Fiction
	· Informative

	· Fantasy
	· Historical Fiction
	· Self-Help


1. Chapter Summaries
Please choose 3 chapters from your book and in your journals, summarize what each chapter is about in at least 100 words.  Make sure you include the following information in each chapter summary:
· Setting of the chapter (time, place)

· Plot of the chapter (what happens in sequence from beginning to end)

· Characters in that particular chapter (names)
· Main idea of the chapter (the most important information)

· Most important details in the chapter (but not all!)

· Main problem in that particular chapter
· Solution to the problem (if any)

2. Reading Logs
Please complete a Reading Log for 3 more chapters from your book (they must be different chapters from the ones you used for your summaries).  In the reading log, you will write at least one sentence in each corresponding box about the following:

· P- Make predictions about what you’re going to read
· ?- Ask questions about what is happening in the story
· C- Connect what you’re reading to your own life or what you know already

· R- React to what is happening in the story (feelings felt while reading)
· O- Give opinions about what you are reading
· U- Thinking about “under the surface” ideas that aren’t obvious or being talked about

· M- What was the author’s message that he wanted to send to readers?
3. Vocabulary Assignments

Please choose 30 vocabulary words that you’re not familiar with from the book and record them in one or more of the following vocabulary assignments (you can mix them up if you want, just make sure 30 words are completed):
· Vocabulary Worksheet (List)
· 4-Square Vocabulary Worksheet  
· The Vocabulary Concept Map  

4. Literary Elements
Find 10 literary elements from the “Literary Elements and Techniques” list that apply to your book.  You must include theme as one of them.  Give a thorough explanation and specific example of each element from the book. 

5. Final Writing/Presentation Assignment

Please choose from ONE of the following assignments to respond to your book:
A. Write another chapter to finish the book. What do you think will/should happen next? Continue the story.  Your “chapter” should be at least 400 words.  In another section, explain why you chose this ending in at least 150 words.
B. Write a 5-paragraph essay or “book review” of at least 500 words, with an introduction and a conclusion.  Give a critical analysis of this topic or story.  Do you agree or disagree with what happened in the book?  Why or why not?  If not and you were the author, what would you have done differently?  What would you have done the same?  Would you recommend this book?  Why or why not?
C. Create and present a 5-to-10-minute PowerPoint presentation OR a large poster summarizing the plot and illustrating the most important points in your book using pictures and other visuals.  You should include the main idea and the most important details/events.  In the end, say whether you agree or disagree with what happened in the book, and why/why not.  If not and you were the author, what would you have done differently?  What would you have done the same?  Would you recommend this book?  Why or why not?  You will need to write short sentences on your presentations, and then explain them orally while presenting it.
D. Write and record a 5-to-10-minute TV or phone interview in which someone is interviewing you, asking you questions about the book, and you are answering them.  Please give both opinions and facts about the book in your responses.
E. Create and present a 5-to-10-minute advertisement (on paper, or like a TV commercial) convincing people to read your book.  In your presentation, you should include the main idea and the most important details/events, and explain all the reasons why people should read this book.
F. Write and present a poem of at least 25 lines about your book, making sure you touch on the main ideas and important details.  In the poem, please allude to or directly reference the theme and provide both opinions and facts about the book.  Along with your poem, please provide a detailed paragraph-format summary explaining the meaning of your poem and how it relates to the novel (its theme, main idea, important details, plot, etc.) in at least 150 words.
