How to Write a Sports Story

When writing a sports article, it is your job to obtain the statistics:
· The headline should be an abbreviated sentence summarizing the game.  Who did we beat or lose to?
· The lead paragraph should tell who, what, when, and where.  Set the score off with commas in your first sentence.
· The how and why will probably be the top players’ statistics and the coach’s comments.  The top players’ statistics should be the second paragraph.  Have the coach’s comments be the last paragraph.
· Use strong action verbs!
Here is a brief example of a basketball story template:

         The Andes Central Eagles soared past the (opponent), 85-34, (date) at (town/home).  
     (WHERE)                    (WHO)                          (WHAT)                        

        (WHEN)

Leading scorers were _____________ with ___;  _____________, ________; and ___________, ____.

player                 points      player              points.  
     player             points

Top rebounders were _____________ with ___;  _____________, ________; and ___________, ____.

player                 points      player              points.  
     player             points

_________________ had _________ assists, while _________________ had ____________.

 Coach _____________ commented, “______________________________________ .”

Below is an article from the September 11, 2007, Daily Republic:

Andes-Central Beats Bridgewater-Emery, 3-1
Jenna Winkler had eight kills to pace Andes Central in its 3-1 victory over Bridgewater-Emery Monday night.  

The Eagles won by scores of 15-25, 25-7, 25-20, and 25-15.  
Amy Chykta had four service aces and 10 set assists, and Danielle Walder had 13 digs for Andes Central.

Jessie VanLeur led the Huskies with five service aces, seven kills, and three blocks.
Robbie Letcher had nine kills, and Kayla Olinger paced the defense with 16 digs.

The Eagles are now 4-7 and host Scotland today.

Bridgewater-Emery is 2-3 and hosts Freeman tonight in Emery.
Andes Central’s junior varsity also won its match over the Huskies by scores of 25-17 and 15-15.

You may want to use the above article as a guideline for future sports stories.  Notice that the leading players’ kills, service aces, set assists, and blocks are mentioned.  Since our paper comes out only once a month, we won’t worry about the next game or the record because these probably wouldn’t be accurate by the time people read the paper.
Below are some action verbs that will make your sports headlines and articles livelier:

Smash

Score


Shave


Earn
Trounce

Fly by

Battle with

Squeak Past

Pulverize

Soar Above

Slide by

Blast

Trample

Sail Past

Sneak Past

Shatter
Write 10 synonyms for the word beat that could be used in the following headline:


The Eagles Beat the Hawks.

Write 3 better versions of the following sentence: Jenna had 11 rebounds, Chrissie had 9, and Casandra had 7.  Strive for strong, vivid words and variety.

*

*

*

Write 3 better versions of the following sentence: Derrick had 22 points, Colter had 21 points, and Colten had 20 points.  Strive for strong, vivid words and variety.
*

*

*  

Write 3 better versions of the following sentence:  The Eagles lost to the Hawks.  (Feel free to change the subject order, if desired.  Hopefully, we will never need to use one of these sentences, but if we do, we want to be as tactful as possible.)

*

*

*

Number the typical order of how facts are written in a sports article.  Which should come first, second, etc?  (Hint:  The date should never be first!)
_____  when 

_____  who

_____  what  
      _____ coach’s comments

_____  where

_____ how

_____  why

Sports Article Template

Before you can successfully write a sports article, you must be able to dissect one. Select a short article that interests you from the sports section of your local newspaper. Read it carefully and label it using the following categories.

Label

 
Definition/Example

LEAD 
The lead of a sports article is creative and interesting. It grabs the reader’s attention by describing a scene, introducing a player, or using a quote. It should transport you to the game.

Example: A heavy hush blanketed Fenway Park in Boston. The fans in the packed stadium stood silently, shoulder to shoulder under a charcoal-gray sky, as Manny Ramirez, the home run hitting Red Sox outfielder, stepped up to the plate. There were two outs and two men on base. The Sox were losing by one run.

NUT 
The nut of a sports article is the paragraph that summarizes the main conflict and story. It is the place for vital information that doesn’t appear in the first paragraph—and if a reader wanted to stop reading at this point, they should walk away with all the necessary answers.

Example: This was the last game of the 2003 American League Championship Series between the Boston Red Sox and their archrival, the New York Yankees. Not since 1918 had the Red Sox advanced to the World Series—and fans were watching with bated breath to see whether the curse would be broken. This was not to be.

INFO
The body of a sports article sounds like a real news (Who, What, Where, When, Why, How) article.  It includes complete information and details about a game, in logical order.
Example: Who was the star player? How did the game  end?  What was the final play? The winning score?

CONCLUSION 
The conclusion lets the reader know what will happen as a result of the events described. It does so in a creative and interesting way.

Example: Everyone was surprised when the ball landed in Bernie Williams’s glove. A collective groan rose up from the Red Sox fans. Their team had lost. The Yankees had won again.

