Significance/meaning/representation of the following:

1. Phoebe? - She is Holden’s  inspiration for being a good/authentic/real person; she represents the innocence and idealism of childhood and Holden’s desire to return to that innocence.
2. Holden’s red hunting hat?- Holden’s feelings of liberty, freedom, individuality (because he bought it himself and it sets him apart from others), his false sense of superiority over others, his self-expression
3. The ducks in the park? - Holden’s playfulness and innocence.  Ducks are a transitory, versatile animal that vacillates between air, land, water, and different seasons/regions, which represents Holden’s transition/vacillation between childhood and adulthood. Also, “playfulness” and loss of innocence, and Holden’s uncertainty about his direction in life.  He doesn’t know where or how to “fly.”
4. The Museum of Natural History? - Holden’s childhood, innocence, past, and that he wants these things to be fixed, like the statues in the museum.  He fears change.
5. Holden’s brother Allie’s death? - Holden’s skepticism, cynicism, and overall negativity about the world.  He idealizes his brother as the icon as everything that’s right with the world, and now that his brother is dead, he wants to give up on it all.  He represents the idealism of adulthood.  (Anything that does not fit into the idealism of childhood- represented by Phoebe, and the idealism of adulthood- presented by Allie- Holden rejects).
6. The “catcher in the rye?”- Holden imagines he is saving children from falling off the cliff in the rye field.  He idealizes children because they are the only ones in the world who aren’t phony and this shows that he fears transition into adulthood.  The “catcher” represents Holden’s desire to “save” children from the transition, phoniness, and corruption of adulthood.o
Major Themes from “Catcher in the Rye”
1. Alienation, isolation, and cynicism for self-protection

2. “Coming of age;” Childhood vs. adulthood; the pain of becoming an adult

3. Phoniness of adults

4. Loneliness (as both protection and source of insecurity)

5. Relationships, intimacy, and sexuality

6. Dishonesty and hypocrisy
7. Fear of change/the need for simplicity, stagnancy, predictability, and comprehensibility 
Writing Assignment: Write a 5-paragraph essay of at least 2 pages typed, Times New Roman, double-spaced, 13 point font, comparing and contrasting yourself with Holden Caulfield and how it relates to at least 2 of the major themes.  You must identify:

a. At least 2 main similarities

b. At least 2 main differences

c. How each relate to at least 2 of the major themes of the novel

d. Make sure to reference and/or quote the text as much as possible and provide details and examples

e. This will be graded the usual “paragraph” way so be careful! 

f. This will be due Monday, April 8th.
g. Complete a 4-Square compare/contrast worksheet on your essay.
