Country Comparison Chart
Topic: Levels of Government
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	Stronger Unitary or Federal System and the nature of strength (very strong, strong, shared/equal, weak, very weak)
	Branches of government (named) and levels/amount of power they each have? (very strong, strong, shared/equal, weak, very weak)
	Any Specific Reserved Powers and/or Shared Powers on any level? (if so, name them)
	Devolution occurring?  (If so, how/where)?
	Specific Examples of recent/historical events/amendments  that contributed to current levels of government and their powers

	U.K.
	Strong unitary system, since it used to be very strong but some power is given to the lower levels now.
	Central government has a strong power, since it is a unitary system. However, regions like Scotland and Northern Ireland have been gaining more power.

	The Scottish  parliament has limited authority to levy taxes

	Devolution has been occurring, particularly for the regions of Scotland and Northern Ireland.

	Referendums Act (1997), allowed residents of Scotland and Wales to vote on the question of increased regional powers. Scotland and Wales Act (1998) established and elected Scottish and Welsh parliament.

	Germany
	Strong federal system, Lander have primary jurisdiction in specific policy domains such as education, environment, media, cultural affairs, and law enforcement.
	The executive and legislative branches share power for the most part.

	National government enacts legislation but relies on the governments of the 16 Lander to implement federal laws. Also, the tow levels of government engage in joint tasks in a number of policy areas.
	Somewhat (Lander enhanced power on education environment and business)

	To speed up the legislative process, the federal government and the Lander agreed to constitutional reform of federalism in 2006.


	France
	Strong unitary system, the powers of lower levels exist at the pleasure of the national government.


	Mayors do not have independent executive authority. It is a unitary system; therefore the president has the most power. 

	The French national government and local governments are linked through the use of prefects.
	Not occurring recently, but fearing empowering new actors could mobilize against the center to give more power to local authorities.
	Prime Minister Jospin negotiated an agreement with Corsican Nationalists in 2000 that would increase powers of the island’s assembly.

	Mexico
	Used to be a weak federal system, but now is stronger

	A governor and legislation run the government of each estado. Estados have the authority to pass laws and levy taxes
	According to article 124 of the constitution, powers not discussed in the constitution fall to the estados.
	Devolution began happening after the PRI loss power between 1990s-2000s, by then the federal system began to be more legitimate.
	In the past, the PRI controlled the federal government, the estados government, and most municipal governments.

	Brazil
	Strong federal system, lower levels have authority
	Estados have strong power, since they establish their own constitutions; can tax, spend, and regulate freely. Municipal governments have substantial financial and legal autonomy.
	Estados share with the federal government the power to legislate important items such as social security, education, and environment.
	Somewhat, post-1988 constitution devolution occurred towards municipal governments.
	The local government share of total government spending rose from 11% in 1980 to 18% in 1990 (higher than any other Latin American nation except for Colombia).

	Russia
	Federal system, but the central government continues to consolidate power at the expense of the regional governments.
	There are 83 regions in Russia; these regions are of different size with different amounts of “power.”
	No shared or reserved powers in Russia.
	The Russian central has taken back powers from the regions yet maintained a federal structure.
	In September 2004, Putin pushed through a provision to eliminate direct election of regional governors.

	China
	Strong unitary system, but regional authorities continue to gain more autonomy.
	Chairman: Very Strong
	No shared or reserved powers in China.
	Officially no, but in reality yes.  Over the last two decades regional governments have been gaining more power from the central government.
	An act called the “Law-Making Law of the People’s Republic of China,” adopted in March 2000 following 7 years of work, appeared to set the stage for federalism

	India
	Federal system, with strong power of the central government. 
	President and prime minister have a strong power. Prime minister controls the majority of the seats in the Lok Sabha. However, there is interdependence of executive and legislative branches.
	The parliamentary is a shared power, since the president is part of it. There is interdependence of executive and legislative branches.
	Rapidly growing cities have placed several challenges, so more power has been given to local governments.
	In 1992, the seventy-third amendment, which was meant to develop local governments. 

	Nigeria
	Strong Federal system based on religion, but weak politics

	Military used to have a great amount of power in the government, but now Nigeria is doing better with less violence.
	On the past with the presidential system the parliamentary had interdependence
	Federal approach persisted on Nigeria’s second republic, and the number of states increased to 19. Based on region, which is based on religion.
	The general public correctly saw elections in 1983 as fraudulent. In 1993 presidential elections were declared invalid because Babangida did not like the results

	Iran
	Strong Unitary system

	President: strong

Supreme Leader: strong
	No shared or reserved powers in Iran
	In the late 1990s, the national government increased the authority of local governments.
	The 1979 constitution promised local elections.


