Final Presentation and Research Project: Comparative Government
In this assignment, you will complete a PowerPoint presentation and essay on everything you have learned this semester (including the final unit) from the class and also from additional research.  Here, you will present a comparative presentation of the 10 countries, choosing at least 5 key bases of comparison to focus on that we have covered throughout the semester.  You will also focus more in depth on one country of your choosing.  Your presentation must be between 15 and 20 minutes total, and be done individually/independently.  It must include/present the following:
1. Comparison Chart (50 points)
Using at least 5 key points of comparison, present a comparison chart to the class comparing these aspects of the 10 countries.  They must span different topics from different units we’ve studied and be more general/broad than any category on the comparison chart we’ve used before; they must summarize what you took from this class and learned this year.  You must also include information from outside sources to complete this chart.  You must choose categories from the following major units we’ve covered (these categories are too broad as categories for the chart, but you can choose more general categories from within these categories):
· The setting of politics: societies, nations, and states (pg. 24)
· Economic class, development, and globalization (pg. 62)
· Political culture and ideology (pg. 101)
· Identity structure (pg. 144)
· Political systems and rules (pg. 189)
· Regime transitions (pg. 443)
2. PowerPoint Presentation on One Country (50 points)
Choose ONE country and create a PowerPoint Presentation on this country analyzing and summarizing what you learned about this particular country.  It must include ALL of the major themes listed above.  Also please explain WHY you chose this particular country.  It must be at least 10 slides and 10 minutes.  It must also include graphics, maps, and any other types of visuals to support your ideas.
3.  Essay/Written Analysis (20 points) of at least 1 page double-spaced (300 
words) summarizing your project and what you’ve taken from the class this year.  This can include your own comments, analysis, and opinions.  Also write: if you had to lump countries together in terms of the most similarities, which countries would go together, and why?  Which countries would NOT go together, and why? Be specific/explain.
4. “Works Cited” Page (5 points)
You must cite all your sources that are not from the textbook (websites, books, etc.).  You must include at least 6 sources OUTSIDE the textbook.  Obviously, the textbook must also be used as a reference.
You will be graded on:

1. Content: the accuracy and completeness/thoroughness of your information
2. Research: that you used sound research from both the textbook and at least 6 reliable outside sources to support your claims
3. Understanding: your demonstration of sound understanding of information covered this year as well as what you researched
4. Analysis: your demonstration of your ability to analyze, compare, and contrast different themes and components of politics and governments
Specifically, your Comparison Chart will be graded on:

1. Your choice of categories as a way of demonstrating your understanding of the most significant overall themes that you’ve taken from this course.
2. The thoroughness of your information in each “box.”
3. The accuracy of the information in each “box.”
4. The development of your ideas in terms of supporting details and examples.
5. Whether you used outside research besides the textbook to provide information in the chart (this will be a preferred bonus, but will only add to your presentation).
Specifically, your PowerPoint Presentation will be graded on:

1. Overall presentation (appearance/clarity of presentation)
2. Fluency of presentation (speaking skills)
3. Your choice of categories for each slide as a way of demonstrating your understanding of the most significant overall themes that you’ve taken from this course for your particular country.
4. The thoroughness of your information and whether it was the required amount of information, slides, and time presented.
5. The accuracy of the information presented.
6. The development of your ideas in terms of supporting details and examples.
7. Whether you used outside research besides the textbook to provide information in the chart and support your arguments (this is required).
8. Works cited page listed with appropriate/required quantity and type of sources.
Specifically, your Essay/Written Analysis will be graded on:
1. Writing quality (mechanics/grammar/spelling, word choice, organization/structure, etc.)
2. The thoroughness of your summary and how well you “wrap up” your project using major themes from the course.

3. The breadth, astuteness, and clarity of your comments, analysis, and personal opinions.
4. The breadth, astuteness, and clarity of your comments about “lumping countries together” and whether you were specific and used details to support your argument/s.
5. PRESENTED/DUE: ON THE DAY OF YOUR FINAL EXAM (June 5th, 2013)
