Characteristics of Persuasive Writing:
· Persuades readers to agree with your point of view (or tries to).
· Has a hypothesis/thesis statement/claim that is your opinion on the topic.  This is a one-sentence statement that: 

· Takes a side 

· Is not a fact 

· Is debatable (people can agree or disagree with it) 

· Must be written in the introduction of the essay 
· Expresses approval/disapproval of certain values or ways of being or living. 

· For example: “Forcing students to wear uniforms is harmful to their sense of freedom.”
· Asks for a change to the way things are now.
· For example: “Uniforms must be implemented in all schools in the world, not just private ones.”
· Shows both sides of the argument including a counterclaim, and then takes a clear opinion on the issue. 

· May give the background of the issue (its history, or other facts about what’s going on with the issue right now).

· Backs up opinions with supporting evidence, facts, details, etc.  It more strongly supports the writer’s opinion with true, factual evidence from outside sources (like books).

· Should be written in present tense.
· Uses “Value-Opinion-Emphasis” transition words so the reader knows that the next statement will be an opinion.
· (OPTIONAL- for more formal or advanced writing)- Should be written in 3rd person (using “it”, “he”, “she”, “they”). 
