
Going "home" to Ecuador, part one:
Finding my people

A section of Quito, Ecuador. Quito, the capital, is near a volcano called Pichincha. Photo from: Getty Images/Sergio Mendoza
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The first of a two-part article

When I was 15 years old, I went to Ecuador for the first time. Ecuador is where my father was

born. I went there to visit my cousins and my aunts and uncles. I also wanted to learn more

about my culture.

Not As Strange As I Had Thought

I am the daughter of two immigrants. I grew up in the United States. My classmates often

made fun of my family's meals and customs. But when I met my family in Ecuador, I was

relieved. I found that we were not as strange as I had thought.
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Coffee, Bendiciones And Pasillos

Like my mother, my aunt starts her morning with Bustelo coffee. Like my parents, my aunts

and uncles here feed their pet dogs "human food." They cut the chicken into little pieces. This

makes it easier to chew. Like my parents, they give their children bendiciones. These are

blessings. Parents make a sign of the cross over their children's foreheads. People here watch

the same TV shows that my parents love. They listen to the same pasillos. My father used to

sing these dramatic Ecuadorian songs in the shower.

In Ecuador, I Blended In

Seeing so many people with brown skin was comforting. I grew up in the southern United

States. Most of the people around me were white and blonde. I knew that my tan skin and

dark hair made me different. But when I walked around in Ecuador, I blended in.
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My family here gives me lots of hugs and kisses. I realized how much I love this. In the United

States, I learned to shake hands. I taught myself to give other people space. I got used to

rarely being touched. But in Ecuador, hugs are not a big deal anymore.

Something I Had Been Missing

Most of all, I loved hearing Spanish. In the United States, the language of my parents always

felt private. We mostly spoke Spanish at home and rarely outside in our town. But here,

Spanish is everywhere.

I was very happy in Ecuador. I felt as if I had found something I had been missing for a long

time.
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Quiz

1 Which detail from the article BEST supports the idea that the author's parents are a lot like her

family in Ecuador?

(A) Ecuador is where my father was born. I went there to visit my cousins and my

aunts and uncles.

(B) They listen to the same pasillos. My father used to sing these dramatic

Ecuadorian songs in the shower.

(C) My family here gives me lots of hugs and kisses. I realized how much I love this.

(D) In the United States, the language of my parents always felt private. We mostly

spoke Spanish at home and rarely outside in our town.

2 Read the paragraph from the section “Not As Strange As I Had Thought.”

I am the daughter of two immigrants. I grew up in the United States.
My classmates often made fun of my family's meals and customs. But
when I met my family in Ecuador, I was relieved. I found that we were
not as strange as I had thought.

Which question is answered in this paragraph?

(A) Are there many immigrants from Ecuador in the United States?

(B) Why did the author's family move to the United States?

(C) Which family members did the author meet in Ecuador?

(D) Why did the author feel better when she visited Ecuador?

3 The author said in the article, “But here, Spanish is everywhere.”

How does she feel about people speaking Spanish in Ecuador?

(A) She feels curious about how many people know Spanish there.

(B) She feels embarrassed, because she only knows English.

(C) She feels happy that she is around people who also speak Spanish.

(D) She feels surprised that many people speak Spanish there.
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4 The writer has an opinion about visiting Ecuador. 

Which sentence from the article shows this?

(A) People here watch the same TV shows that my parents love.

(B) My father used to sing these dramatic Ecuadorian songs in the shower.

(C) Seeing so many people with brown skin was comforting.

(D) I knew that my tan skin and dark hair made me different.
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