
Going "home" to Ecuador, part two:
Where do I belong?

The countryside of Ecuador. Photo from: Getty Images/Alina Fodor. 

The second of a two-part article

I first traveled to Ecuador when I was 15 years old. I hoped it would feel like coming home. I

was born in the United States, the daughter of immigrants. My mother is from Mexico and my

father is from Ecuador. I had always struggled to see myself as simply "American." My family's

culture often made me feel out of place. I hoped things would be different in Ecuador.

In many ways, they were. I often felt more at home. But there were also many things in

Ecuador that I was not used to. These things made me feel more "American" than ever before.

Proud Of Being Able To Support Myself

For example, I like to do lots of things on my own. I am proud of being able to support myself.

In Ecuador, this made me stand out. Almost none of my female cousins had lived in their own

apartment. In Ecuador, many people believe that women need to be protected. Most of my
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female cousins lived at home. They often talked about getting married and having children. I

was not used to this. In the U.S., my friends and I talk more about our jobs and our adventures

alone.

My Family's Lifestyle In Ecuador

I also had a hard time getting used to my family's lifestyle. All my family in Ecuador had

servants. They lived in large houses and went to private school. In the United States, I could

never afford to go to private school.

I was also surprised to find out that my family considered themselves "white." In the United

States, I was "Latino." My parents both come from Latin America. My father has light skin and

his last name is European. In Ecuador, he would be considered "white." My Ecuadorian family

could not understand why he was considered "Latino" in the United States.

A Child Of Immigrants

I had never quite fit into the American way of life. After a few weeks in Ecuador, though, I

realized that I did not fully belong here either. Where was I really from? Was it OK to be

somewhere in between?

For a while, I was not sure. But now I am getting more comfortable with the idea that I am

"from" many places. After all, I am a child of immigrants. Perhaps I am allowed to have more

than one home.
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Quiz

1 Read the paragraph from section "My Family’s Lifestyle In Ecuador." 

I was also surprised to find out that my family considered themselves
"white." In the United States, I was "Latino." My parents both come
from Latin America. My father has light skin and his last name is
European. In Ecuador, he would be considered "white." My
Ecuadorian family could not understand why he was considered
"Latino" in the United States.

Which question is answered in this paragraph?

(A) When did the author start to think she was “white”?

(B) How many people in Ecuador think of themselves as “white”?

(C) Why does the author’s family think her dad is “white”?

(D) Where in Ecuador do people who call themselves "white" live?

2 Which sentence from the introduction [paragraphs 1-2] explains WHY the author felt different from

her family in Ecuador?

(A) I first traveled to Ecuador when I was 15 years old.

(B) I had always struggled to see myself as simply "American."

(C) My family's culture often made me feel out of place.

(D) These things made me feel more "American" than ever before.

3 The author’s family in Ecuador thinks that women should live at home until they are married.

Why do they think this?

(A) They believe that women talk too much about adventures.

(B) They believe that women need to be kept safe from harm.

(C) They believe that women should think about having kids.

(D) They believe that women like their family more than men.
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4 Read the paragraph from the section "A Child Of Immigrants."

For a while, I was not sure. But now I am getting more comfortable
with the idea that I am "from" many places. After all, I am a child of
immigrants. Perhaps I am allowed to have more than one home.

What is the author's point of view about being from many places?

(A) It is weird to have more than one home.

(B) It is fine to have more than one home.

(C) It is hard to have more than one home.

(D) It is easy to have more than one home.
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