
Myanmar: Who are the Rohingya?

An exhausted Rohingya helps an elderly family member and a child as they arrive at the Kutupalong refugee camp in Ukhia,

Bangladesh, after crossing the border from Myanmmar, September 5, 2017. The man said he lost several family members in

Myanmar. Tens of thousands of Rohingya Muslims, fleeing the latest round of violence to engulf their homes in Myanmar,

have been walking for days or handing over their meager savings to Burmese and Bangladeshi smugglers to escape what

they describe as certain death. Photo by: AP Photo/Bernat Armangue 

Who are the Rohingya?

The Rohingya are an ethnic group. Thousands of them are leaving their home country,

Myanmar. It is in Southeast Asia. They have been attacked there. 

The Rohingya mostly follow the Islam religion. People in Myanmar mostly follow Buddhism.

There are about 1.1 million Rohingya who live in Myanmar now. 

Almost all of the Rohingya in Myanmar live in the state of Rakhine. They are not allowed to

leave without permission from the government. Rakhine is very poor. The Rohingya live there

in camps. They don't have basic services, like health care. 

Many Rohingya are facing violence from the Myanmar military, say international groups.
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Where are the Rohingya from?

Muslims have lived in Myanmar for hundreds of years.

From 1824 to 1948, Britain ruled over parts of Southeast Asia. It had power over several

countries. Some of those countries are known today as India, Bangladesh and Myanmar. 

Back then, many workers traveled between these countries. This travel was allowed then.

But, most Myanmar natives did not like this. They did not want the Indian and Bangladeshi

workers in their country. 

In 1948, Britain left Myanmar. Myanmar became its own country, with a new government. The

new government did not accept the Rohingya as official residents. It said that they came to

Myanmar without permission.

How and why are they being persecuted? And why aren't they recognized?

But, in 1948, some Rohingya could get citizenship. They just had to prove they had lived in

Myanmar for a long time. 

Then, in 1962, the Myanmar army took over the government. Soon, things changed for the

Rohingya. 

Rohingya had to get a special government identification (ID) card. It said they were from

another country. This meant they could not get certain jobs, or go to schools.
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In 1982, a new law was passed. The Rohingya could not vote. They were limited in how they

could work, travel, marry or practice their religion. 

Since the 1970s, the Myanmar army has been attacking Rohingya villages. During the

crackdowns, people there say the army has done terrible violent acts. 

The government says this is not true. 

In October 2016, nine state police were killed. A Rohingya group was blamed. Soon,

government troops started pouring into Rakhine State. 

The United Nations is a group that helps countries work together. In November 2016, the U.N.

said the Myanmar government was trying to kick out and kill Rohingya. 

In August 2016, Myanmar's military was attacked by a Rohingya group. In response, the army

has done more violent acts. Some say the police are setting fires to buildings. Some say they

are shooting innocent people. 

But the government has said it is not their fault. A Rohingya group started the violence against

police, they say. It is called the Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army (ARSA). The government

says it is just responding to this violence.

How many Rohingya have fled Myanmar and where have they gone?

Since the late 1970s, nearly one million Rohingya have left Myanmar.

Many left for Bangladesh and Malaysia. 

The U.N. says that before the violence started in August there were 420,000 Rohingya

refugees in Southeast Asia. Around 120,000 Rohingya in Myanmar have become homeless. 

More than 1,000 people have been killed in recent violence. Most are Rohingya.

What do Aung San Suu Kyi and the Myanmar government say about the
Rohingya?

Aung San Suu Kyi is the leader of Myanmar. She does not talk often about the violence

against Rohingya there.

Aung San Suu Kyi does not have power over the military. People say she needs to punish

violent troops. She has not said anything against them, some people say.

The government says they have not done anything violent or wrong. In February 2017, the UN

said this was not true.

The government said it is just defending the country from Rohingya attackers.

What does Bangladesh say about the Rohingya?

About 500,000 Rohingya now live in Bangladesh. Most are in camps.
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Bangladesh says most Royingha are there without permission. Bangladesh has tried to stop

Rohingya from coming.

In January 2017, the Bangladesh government said it would move thousands of Rohingya

refugees to an island. Some groups say the island is dangerous. It could flood. 

What does the international community say about the Rohingya?

The U.N. said it is "very likely" that the Myanmar military broke international laws. 

In March, the U.N. said it would report on the violence. 

But, the Myanmar government is not letting in many of these U.N. investigators. 

What is the Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army?

The Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army (ARSA) put out a statement in March 2017. The group

said it must defend the Rohingya community.

The group said it was following international law. 

The Myanmar government said the group is violent. It says the group is causing violence

against police. 

The ARSA said it is not hurting innocent people. The group said it did attack police and army

bases in Rakhine State. But it said it is just fighting back against the violent government.

One rights group said ARSA is hurting innocent people. It is also stopping some people from

leaving Myanmar. 

On September 9, the ARSA group said it would stop shooting. They are letting aid groups help

people in the area.
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Quiz

1 Which event happened FIRST in the article?

(A) The Myanmar army took over the government.

(B) Britain ruled over several countries in Southeast Asia.

(C) A new law was passed saying the Rohingya couldn't vote.

(D) The ARSA put out a statement saying it must defend the Rohingya people.

2 What happened after Britain left Myanmar?

(A) Many of the Rohingya people moved to Britain.

(B) Aung San Suu Kyi lost her power over the Myanmar military.

(C) The new government didn't want the Rohingya people to live there.

(D) Millions of Rohingya people came from Bangladesh to Myanmar.

3 What does the photograph at the top of the article show?

(A) It shows Rohingya people at a refugee camp.

(B) It shows the U.N. helping the Rohingya people.

(C) It shows the ARSA attacking the Myanmar government.

(D) It shows the Myanmar government treating the Rohingya poorly.

4 Which question is answered by the photograph at the top of the article?

(A) Why are the Rohingya people being persecuted?

(B) What is it like to be a Rohingya living in the world today?

(C) Who is involved in the Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army?

(D) How are the Rohingya people being treated by the Myanmar government?

This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com. 6



Answer Key

1 Which event happened FIRST in the article?

(A) The Myanmar army took over the government.

(B) Britain ruled over several countries in Southeast Asia.

(C) A new law was passed saying the Rohingya couldn't vote.

(D) The ARSA put out a statement saying it must defend the Rohingya people.

2 What happened after Britain left Myanmar?

(A) Many of the Rohingya people moved to Britain.

(B) Aung San Suu Kyi lost her power over the Myanmar military.

(C) The new government didn't want the Rohingya people to live there.

(D) Millions of Rohingya people came from Bangladesh to Myanmar.

3 What does the photograph at the top of the article show?

(A) It shows Rohingya people at a refugee camp.

(B) It shows the U.N. helping the Rohingya people.

(C) It shows the ARSA attacking the Myanmar government.

(D) It shows the Myanmar government treating the Rohingya poorly.

4 Which question is answered by the photograph at the top of the article?

(A) Why are the Rohingya people being persecuted?

(B) What is it like to be a Rohingya living in the world today?

(C) Who is involved in the Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army?

(D) How are the Rohingya people being treated by the Myanmar government?
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