Important Vocabulary: “The History of Halloween”
1) Celebrate- to observe or honor a holiday or event with special activities or parties

“I celebrate my birthday every year with a party.”

2) Depend (on something)- to need something, to rely on something
“I depend on my parents to give me food and clothing.”

3) Harvest- all the food that farmers grow
“The rice harvest was good this year because it rained a lot.”

4)  Priest- a leader of a religious group or church
“The priest read a prayer from the Bible.”

5) Prediction- a thought or guess about what’s going to happen in the future
“When I looked at the black clouds, I made a prediction that it was going to rain in a few minutes.”
6) Spirit- a ghost, the soul of a dead person
“I felt my grandmother’s spirit when I walked into her old bedroom.”

7) Bonfire- a big fire that many people sit or stand around together
“We made a bonfire at the beach last night.”

8) Invade- to take over, to rule, to make yourself the leader of a country, land, or group of people
“During World War 2, the Germans invaded many countries.”

9) Culture- a way of life of a country or culture (dress, food, thinking, beliefs, tradition, etc.).
“In American culture, Halloween is a very important and fun day for children.”

10)  Devil- the opposite of/enemy of God, a bad, evil force.
“The Bible says that we must stop the devil.”

Pre-Reading Group Discussion Questions: 

Halloween
1. What do you know about Halloween already?  With a partner, please write 3 things total:
___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

2. What is your opinion on Halloween, based on what you have seen and heard so far (e.g. is it good/bad/evil/stupid, etc.)? Please explain WHY you feel this way:

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

3. Based on the vocabulary you learned and the images you saw, where, when, and why did Halloween start?  Please write 1-2 possibilities:

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

Halloween True / False

1. Halloween was first celebrated by the German people.

True
False

2. Halloween started because people wanted to scare away spirits and witches, and to bring good luck and harvest for the New Year.
True
False

3. A group of people called the Vikings used to dress up in costumes every Fall around Halloween time.

True
False

4. Halloween comes from an old holiday that celebrated the end of summer and harvest, and the beginning of winter and death.

True
False

5. People do some of the same things for Halloween that they used to do 2,000 years ago (like wear costumes). 
True
False

6. Halloween used to be the night before the old Catholic holiday, “All Hallows Even.”

True
False
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The History of Halloween                                                      
P1.
Halloween was first celebrated by a group of people called the Celts, who lived in the area that is now Ireland about 2,000 years ago.  
P2.
The Celts were people who depended completely on farming and good weather to live.  They used to celebrate their New Year’s Day on November 1.  This day marked the end of summer and the harvest, and the beginning of the dark, cold winter. The winter was a time when many people used to die in those days.  On this day, Celtic priests, made predictions about the harvest and winter; for example, if it was going to be good or bad that year. 
P3.
The Celts believed that on October 31, the night before their New Year’s Day, the dead and the living people came together.  They called this night Samhain.  On Samhain, they thought spirits, or ghosts, of the dead came back to earth to cause problems for the harvest.  So, the Celts wore costumes made of animal heads and skins and burned big bonfires to scare away the spirits.  They thought doing this would bring good luck and good harvest for the New Year.
P4.
In A.D. 43, the Roman people invaded the Celtic land, and then ruled for 400 years.  The Romans also had a holiday similar to the Celts’ Samhain and New Year’s Day (it was called Feralia, when Romans celebrated the dead).  When they invaded Celtic land, they combined their holidays with the Celtic holidays. 

P5.
By the 700s, the Romans had changed to Christian Catholics.  They tried to add Catholic culture and beliefs to the Celtic land.  They renamed Celtic New Year’s Day (November 1) “All Hallows Day.” This became a day when only good dead Christian people were celebrated.  They changed the name Samhain, the night before “All Hallows Day,” to the name “All Hallows Even.”  It was celebrated like the Celts’ Samhain, with big bonfires, parades, and dressing up in costumes as saints, angels, and devils.  The church hoped that by making this holiday, it would stop the celebration of Samhain and the other non-Christian celebrations happening on October 31-November 2.  But this did not happen- instead, they became even more popular!
P7.
By the 1500’s, people started believing that the devil and all of his followers (demons, witches) would come out on the night of October 31 to do bad, evil things and to laugh at the Christian celebration, “All Hallows Day.”
P8.
Over the years the name “All Hallows Even” was shortened to Hallowe'en and then, finally, to HALLOWEEN.  In the end, Halloween became more of a fun holiday than anything else, but the celebrations (good and evil costumes, candy, etc.) are still here today.
THE END!
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“Trick or Treat” Activity
Instructions:
1) When the music starts, please walk around the room and find a partner to talk to.  Please carry your Halloween bag and index cards.

2) Ask your partner one of the questions on the index cards (the correct answer is on the back).  If they answer the question correctly, ask them to say “Trick or Treat” and give them candy from your bag.  If they get it wrong, give them the correct answer and ask them another question.

3) The person with the most Halloween Candy is the winner!

