Argument Essay Graphic Organizer
Name: __________________________________

Introduction Paragraph

	Introduction (2-3 Sentences to introduce the topic to the reader)



	 (2 sentences discussing both sides of the argument):
Side 1: Your claim (1 sentence, starting with “Some people think that _________.”)
Side 2: Counterclaim (1 sentence, starting with “Other people think that _______, however that is not true” or “Even though some people’s opinion is _______, it is not true.”)



	Claim, (1 sentence) what is your position (stance, claim) on the issue? (Try NOT to start the sentence with “I think” but just state the general opinion, for example, “People should have ownership over their own cells.”)



Body Paragraph #1

	1. Topic Sentence (what is your first reason why your claim is correct and should be accepted?):




	2. Text Evidence (Quote or paraphrasing information directly from the text to support your topic sentence): (Use “In the text (Text _____ )  it states, _______” or “According to the author in Text ____, _______.”)

Source and page number:
(  Text ___ lines ___-____ )                                           



	4. Text Evidence (Quote or paraphrasing information directly from the text to support your topic sentence): (Use “In the text (Text _____ )  it states, _______” or “According to the author in Text ____, _______.”)

Source and page number:
(  Text ___ lines ___-____ )                                           

                                                               



	6. Concluding Sentence (this should be a final statement that sums up your argument for this paragraph, it should connect to your claim statement):
Start with, “In short, / To summarize, As one can see, / Clearly, ________”



Body Paragraph #2
	1. Topic Sentence (what is your SECOND reason why your claim is correct and should be accepted?):




	2. Text Evidence (Quote or paraphrasing information directly from the text to support your topic sentence): (Use “In the text (Text _____ )  it states, _______” or “According to the author in Text ____, _______.”)

Source and page number:

(  Text ___ lines ___-____ )                                           


	4. Text Evidence (Quote or paraphrasing information directly from the text to support your topic sentence): (Use “In the text (Text _____ )  it states, _______” or “According to the author in Text ____, _______.”)

Source and page number:

(  Text ___ lines ___-____ )                                           



	6. Concluding Sentence (this should be a final statement that sums up your argument for this paragraph, it should connect to your claim statement):
Start with, “In short, / To summarize, As one can see, / Clearly, ________”



Body Paragraph #3 Counter Claim (Opposite)
	1. Topic Sentence (what is the opposite claim, but why is YOUR claim better and more correct?):



	2. Text Evidence (Quote or paraphrasing information directly from the text to support your topic sentence): (Use “In the text (Text _____ )  it states, _______” or “According to the author in Text ____, _______.”)

Source and page number:

(  Text ___ lines ___-____ )                                           


	4. Text Evidence (Quote or paraphrasing information directly from the text to support your topic sentence): (Use “In the text (Text _____ )  it states, _______” or “According to the author in Text ____, _______.”)

Source and page number:

(  Text ___ lines ___-____ )                                           



	6. Concluding Sentence (this should be a final statement that sums up your argument for this paragraph, it should connect to your claim statement and MAY MENTION WHY THE COUNTER CLAIM IS NOT REASONABLE):
Start with, “In short, / To summarize, As one can see, / Clearly, ________”



Conclusion:
	Restate the issue:
Start with, “In conclusion, ________.”



	Restate your claim and distinguish your claim from the counterclaim: 

Example (“Cell phones should be allowed in school, however, some think they should not be allowed in school.”)



	Restate 2-3 reasons to agree with your claim (can use the reasons stated in the topic sentences of each body paragraph): 

1)

2) 

3)




	Sum it all up: 

Start with, “In short, / To summarize, As one can see, / Clearly, ________”
OR:
Instead, you can also mention a comment about the future of the topic here, starting with, “In the future, I hope that _________.”



3. Explanation (This is where you explain, connect and justify your quote, supporting your topic sentence, IN YOUR OWN WORDS): (Use “This means that _______ or “This shows that _______.”) 


1.




















2.








                


























                                    





5. Explanation (This is where you explain, connect and justify your quote, supporting your topic sentence, IN YOUR OWN WORDS): (Use “This means that _______ or “This shows that _______.”)


1. 




















2.























3. Explanation (This is where you explain, connect and justify your quote, supporting your topic sentence, IN YOUR OWN WORDS): (Use “This means that _______ or “This shows that _______.”)


1.
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5. Explanation (This is where you explain, connect and justify your quote, supporting your topic sentence, IN YOUR OWN WORDS): (Use “This means that _______ or “This shows that _______.”)
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3. Explanation (This is where you explain, connect and justify your quote, supporting your topic sentence, IN YOUR OWN WORDS): (Use “This means that _______ or “This shows that _______.”)


1.
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5. Explanation (This is where you explain, connect and justify your quote, supporting your topic sentence): (Use “This means that _______ or “This shows that _______.”)


1.
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